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JOHN BIRCH IN UNIFORM 



The campaign to enlist police departments as the 
strong arm of a fanatical political creed is corrup- 
tion at its WOrsL by Arnold Forstek 



LOCAL law enforcement has never been 
more in the news or under such close 
scrutiny. Newspapers headline accusations 
^of-poliee brutality, -of -alleged racial ^dis- 
crimination. Policemen are pilloried and 
criticised— with and without adequate 
justification. It is a time of tension, 
anxiety* and social change. And in this 
time of awesome problems, responsibili- 
ties and needs, police departments across 
the nation are being wooed by a seeming- 
ly sympathetic friend offering solace and 
solution. 

The "friend" is the John Birch Society. 
The solution is voiced simply, in a catch 
slogan typical of all extreme right wing 
solutions — "Support Your Local Police " 

The campaign, launched two years ago 
in the Society's monthly bulletin, has 
grown from an effort to circulate "Sup- 
port Your Local Police** bumper stickers, 
lapel buttons and streamers as widely as 
possible among the civilian population to 
a hard-hitting and ever-expanding drive 
to enlist policemen themselves as mem- 
bers of the John Birch Society, 

Why is the Society so anxious to be- 
friend law enforcement officers? Although 
its motive is clearly related to promoting 
the John Birch Society, it just asjdearly 
seems ~ttf have little, if -anythingpto do 
with a sincere interest in supporting the 
police- 

The Society is a crusade against "the 
Communist conspiracy," which it sees 
everywhere — in the Supreme Court, the 
United Nations, the federal government, 
and United States foreign and domestic 
policies of the last thirty years. Criticism 
of local law enforcement, proposals for 
civilian review boards, most activities on 
behalf of civil rights and those who par- 
ticipate in them, arc all, according to 
ultra-rightist ideology, part of "the Com- 
munist conspiracy," 



Mr, Forster is general counsel of the Ant!~ 
Defamation League, This article appears 
simultaneously in Thtt Progressive, a month- 
ly magazine published in Madison, Wis- 
consin . 



These are the concerns of the John 
Birch Society, and were its concerns when 
the "Support Your Local Police" program 
began — kicked -off with generous praise 
for the handling of Negro demonstrators 
by the Birmingham, Alabama police, then 
under fire from civil rights groups and 
federal authorities. The Society's praise 
included lauding the department's use of 
police dogs. 

During the "long hot summer" of 1964, 
as more and more Negro communities 
confronted police in civil rights demon- 
strations, and demands for civilian review 
boards increased, the Birch Society stepped 
up its drive and at the same time began 
to recruit policemen — using as its lure 
opposition to civilian review boards. 

"Support Your Local Police " commit- 
tees, Birch Society front organizations, 
were established in . countless cities, be* 
came recruitment depots, and enlisted, 
according to John Rousselot, the Society's 
director of public relations, "growing 
numbers of police and personnel in sher- 
iff's departments throughout the country." 

Policemen, by and large, see civilian 
review boards as "interference" in their 
private affairs and res ent_ efforts to ap- 
pbint a aniens* watch over police prac- 
tices. They claim a tradition ot operating 
by their own codes, apart from the rest 
of society, and governed by the dictates 
of impersonal and absolute law. 

Ideally, the policemen's job is to en- 
force the law impartially, without fear, 
and through methods consistent with con- 
stitutional guarantees respecting the dig- 
nity of the individual and the concept of 
human equality, In reality, however, 
police activities in Some areas reflect 
individual social biases and those of the 
local community as a whole. In Birming- 
ham, for example, Bull Connor*s police— 
with bullwhips and. snarling dogs — pro- 
tected local mores completely opposite to 
the American concept of laws which are 
equal for all men* Not surprisingly, there 
has been no major agitation in Birming- 
ham for a civilian review board of the 
police. It is also not surprising that in 




one Birch Society bulletin, the Birming- 
ham "Support Your Local Police" com- 
mittee was described, in words and 
pictures, as the ideal for such groups. 

Police departments must have support, 
but must also not be immune from criti* 
cism when criticism is warranted — in 
cases, for instance, where police neutrality 
and obje ctivit y have possibly^strayeci The 
^HngeTin accepting" Birch Society support " 
is that such support is based not on serv- 
ing policemen or the laws they are sworn 
to uphold, but rather the John Birch 
Society itself — which is neither neutral 
nor objective. 

In initiating the "Support" campaign, 
Robert Welch, the Society's founder and 
leader, declared policemen to be "the best 
friends everywhere of anti*Communists, 
like ourselves/' In view of the frightening 
ease and sweep of Birch Society charges 
of Communism, the organization can only 
be classified as an extremist group. In a 
democracy, ir has, of course, the right to 
be heard, to organize, and even attempt 
to influence others. But is it the kind of 
organization that policemen should join? 

Qumn Tamm, executive director of the 
International Association of Chiefs of 
Police, speaking about the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964 before a conference of police 



I 



executives at the University of California 
last year, declared that *\ . > k is not pos- 
sible for a professional law enforcement 
officer to function effectively if he closes 
^his eyes to legislation which affects him 
and the community to which he is respon- 
sible." 

No Birch Society member "closes his 
eyes" to the Civil Rights Act< He is far 
more apt to look at with open contempt 
\ and deep suspicion— a view encouraged 
\ by inflammatory articles in the Birch 
monthly American Opinion, such as those 
written by high officials of the racist 
White Citizens' Councils. It certainly 
woulJseem that as racial tensions develop, 
what a ^police department needs is not 
Birch Society support but community 
confidence in its objectivity. 



among the police has been severely ques- 
tioned in many cities where evidence of 
Society influence has shown itself. 

In Salisbury, Massachusetts, the Birch 
Society's pamphlet "Support Your Local 
Police" was distributed to all those attend* 
ing the Police Association 
June 23 of this year. 

In Milwaukee, Wisconsin, two police 
officers— one a deputy inspector— openly 
criticized the courts in an address before 
a meeting of Birch members. 

In Rockford, Illinois, and in at least 
one New York City precinct, Birch 
materia] has been displayed on the police 
bulletin board. 

In Trenton, New Jersey, the police 
chief quoted the Society's monthly bulle* 
tin verbatim in a departmental memo to 
all members of the force. 

Birch Society proclivity for seeing 
Communists in every opposition camp 
was evident when more than 5,000 oft- 
duty policemen marched and shouted 
outside New YorVs City Hall last June 



in opposition to independent civilian 
review boards* While several civil rights 
organizations picketed across the street 
in favor of such a board, some of the 
marching policemen began to chant in 
unison, "Fight the Reds! Support the 
Blue! 1 * and then to sing "Farmer is a 
fink'* to the tune of The Farmer in the 
Dell — referring to James Farmer, leader 
of the Congress of Racial Equality. 

Only a week later, an audience of 500 
— most of them, according to reporters, 
New York police officers identifiable by 
their PBA badges — attended a rally at 
the Town Hall auditorium sponsored by 
the John " Birch Society's American 
Opinion Speakers Bureau. The cheering 
policemen heard a Birch "section leader" 
declare: 

'Some people hate the police. The 
3iR"h""Soci^ty"haTThe Imswer^if ~is ' the 
only hope for the world V* 

One foundation upon which Birchism 
rests is the belief that democracy is "a 
perennial fraud." The John Birch Society 1 
an anti-democratic and divisive force, is 
under the command of a leader from 
whose basic direction no member may 
swerve. It proclaims that the United 
States is 60-80% Communist-controlled. 
It preaches that our schools and churches 
are under active Red domination; that 
organized labor, the civil rights move- 
ment, the United Nations, NATO, for- 
eign a id ^mental health programs, and 
even the teaching of "modern math'* are 
all functions\f a Bolshevik conspiracy. 
And Robert Welch has stated that the 
best way to oppose such examples of 
"Communism" is to use Communist 
methods* including tactics he calls "mean 
and dirry." 

Such views are not, however, the 
mouth ings of a lone individual. They 
make up the orthodoxy of the whole or- 
ganization, and are accepted by the vast 




Off-duty New York policemen picket City Hall to protest proposed civilian review hoard* 



majority of its members — freely, but with 
the understanding that disagreement 
means dismissal* It is worth noting that 
Robert Welch has assessed his own book, 
The Politician — in which he describes 
former President Eisenhower as "a dedi- 
cated and conscious agent of the Com- 
munist Conspiracy" — to be the number 
one tool for recruiting new members into 
hi$ Society. 

It HAS been argued that the existence 
of a cell of policemen forming a secret 
Birch Society unit within their depart- 
ment, is not inconsistent with the ideal 
of police objectivity. Philadelphia Police 
Commissioner Howard leary said in Feb- 
ruary, 1965, that "the authorities have 
not yet been able to answer the question 
. . . Does membership hi the Joh n Birch 
Society ^coMicT^^tri^T^^poIiceman s 
duties?" 

Leary's own superior, Mayor James H. 
J. Tate, had provided an answer only 
three months earlier. In placing fifteen 
Philadelphia policemen on limited duty 
because of their Birch Society recruiting 
activities, Mayor Tate explained: "They 
have limited their capacity aqd usefulness 
to the Police Department" Asked why, 
he replied: "Let's not be ridiculous. This 
is a situation where they are not attuned 
with law enforcement problems. They are 
against certain groups in the big cities." 
And in New Jersey, a state trooper was 
dismissed because his Birch membership 
was found to have interfered with the 
proper performance of his duty. 

Other officials see it differently. William 
H- Parker, police chief of Los Angeles, 
has declared that he is not concerned 
about police membership because the 
Birch Society is "not on the subversive 
list." In June of this year, however, Park- 
er suspended a young patrolman for his 
off-duty participation in the activities of 
(XULE^diich^also^is . not „on„the~5ubveis_ 
sive list. The officer, facing a departmen- 
tal trial, charged that the department had 
"given tacit endorsement" to the recruit- 
ing of policemen into the Right Wing 
ranks. On May 30, 1965, Chief Parker 
himself appeared on the Manion Forum, 
the weekly radio program of Clarence 
Manion, a member of the John Birch 
Society's National Council. 

On the program, heard over more than 
300 stations, Parker vehemently attacked 
the nation's courts, decried a "socialistic 
trend" he saw in American society, and 
deplored undue concern by courts for 
civil liberties. 

It is this very concern, ironically, 
which prompts some civil libertarians to 
uphold the "right* 1 of a policeman to join 
any group he chooses. Others have pointed 
out in rebuttal that individual liberties 
pertain more properly to the freedom of 
speech and assembly than to any so-called 



right of public employees to join private 
organizations. They point our that there 
is no "right" to public employment, that 
it Is a privilege, and that police — like 
other public employees are subject to 
rigid rules of behavior. They may not 
strike. In most cities they may not join 
political clubs or (as New Yotk City 
puts it) ^'organizations supporting candi- 
dates for elective office," It is a fact that 
the Birch Society apparatus engaged in a 
massive propaganda effort on behalf of 
one of the two major Presidential candi- 
dates in 1964, 

New York's rule adds that policemen 
may not join "organizations which would 
interfere with the performance of police 
functions," And herein may lie the crux 
of the question. We have, from Santa 
Ana, California, an example of what can 
^happen when Birch members, within a 
police department, decide to show their 
colors. 

In that city of 100,000™thirty miles 
southeast of Los Angeles — 23 police offi- 
cers made up the membership or* Birch 
Society Chapter QXTZ, A private detec- 
tive, assigned by the city manager to 
investigate a mysterious campaign of 
harassment against Police Chief Edward 
J t Allen, reported that the incidents had 
been perpetrated by the members of the 
all -police Birch Chapter as a power-play 
to get rid of Allen and have him replaced 
by someone more to their liking. 

Unsigned pamphlets questioning the 
chiefs honesty had been widely dis- 
tributed. Allen's home had been plagued 
by anonymous telephone calls late at 
night. Fire trucks were sent there on false 
alarms and bunches of unordered flowers 
arrived CO,D. The chiefs badges were 
stolen and his picture removed from the 
wall at police headquarters. 

One lieutenant who was an active 
member of QXTZ was later dismissed 



from the force for engaging in Birch re- 
cruiting while on duty md for misappro- 
priating a police vehicle — using it while 
on a secret snooping mission aimed at 
discrediting Chief Allen. 

The John Birch chapter controlled the 
Santa Ana Police Benevolent Association, 
all of its officials but one being QXTZ 
members. And after achieving this dam- 
inance, the Birchers changed the PBA 
bylaws to allow the grievance committee, 
which was also under Birch control, to 
hear secret testimony against the chief. 
A secretary who had made shorthand 
notes at one PBA meeting testified later 
that the official minutes of the meeting 
had been falsified to eliminate reference 
to still another Birch proposal to discredit 
Allen, - ' 

Eventually, the activities of the Birch 
Society cell in Santa Ana's -police force 
tore departmental loyalties down the 
middle md had begun to weaken a 
divided community's confidence in its law 
enforcement. Only after the exposure of 
a public investigation did the Birchers 
retreat, protesting their innocence. Such 
exposure is vital to public awareness of 
secret infiltration tactics. The Santa Ana 
experience seems to support the view that 
objective police responsibility and mem- 
bership in the John Birch Society are 
incompatible with each other. 

'The right of policemen to join any 
political group/' according to an editorial 
in Commonweal, "must be balanced 
against the right of the people to defend 
the integrity of their law enforcement 
machinery." Infiltration of police depart- 
ments can lead to control, to domination 
by what the Birch Society's founder has 
called (, a minority that knows what it 
wants/' And such domination could place 
police power to question, to search, to 
detain, or to render suspect — in the 
hands of quasi-political forces dedicated 



to an extremist creed. Mayor Tate, refer* 
ting to Philadelphia's infiltration problem, 
recalled what the political use of police 
power brought to recent history and said: 
"This is the way the Nazi Party began." 

In evaluating the problem of de- 
fending police integrity, there are several 
points to be considered — particularly in 
answer to the deceptive question of a 
policeman's "right" to join this or that 
organization, 

1, The John Birch Society preaches 
rhar much of our present law is unconsti- 
tutional and perhaps subversive, and that 
the courts of the United States are de- 
liberately serving the Communist com 
spiracy. It is indeed doubtful whether 
anyone in agreement with such views 
could stand by the policeman's oath to 
uphold the law, 

2, At a time when civil rights and 
police interests are so often found in 
delicate relationship, it would be espe- 
cially dangerous if police power fell under 
the control of persons who believe that 
many of their neighbors, and most of 
those active in civil rights issues, are the 
agents of an evil enemy in our midst. 

3, Indoctrinated in John Birch dogma, 
the individual police officer — as in Santa 
Ana — is likely to take certain matters into 
his own hands. 

The effort to enlist police departments 
as the strong arm of a fanatical political 
creed is corruption at its worst. If the 
professional policeman becomes locked 
in the embrace of the extreme right wing, 
then the integrity and objectivity of all 
law enforcement is at stake. The task, it 
would seem, is for police themselves to 
rake a long hard look at the real nature 
of Birch -sponsored "Support Your Local 
Police" campaigns. Are these supporters 
friends or merely pipers of a dissonant 
tune? 
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THE UNITE) NATIONS 

Briefly summarised* the Communist blueprint for world conquest via the 
United Nations is as follows: 

lo Consolidate total working co^rol of the United Nations into Communist 
hands as rapidly as possible., 

2* Use the United Nations to break up the colonial territories of non- 

Cqnpjnist .cQuxxtxiee^ — -~ «*- ~^"* 

3# Use the Uaited Nations as a vehicle for subversion, espionage and 
propaganda within the non~Communist raeiber nations* 

h* Induce the non-Communist member nations to abandon any strong 
independent foreign policy of their own by turning over this function to the 
United Nations, 

$* Maneuver the non-Communist member nations into establishing socialism 
at home as the necessary transition stage to Communism and to become dependent 
economically on the overall international socialist control and direction of 
the U* N« 

6* Induce the stronger non-Communist member nations to transfer full 
control of their military forces to the United Nations, After this, no 
resistance will be possible* The world will be Communist « , 

Since the United States is, at the present time, the only nation on earth 
that offers the potential of real resistance to the Communist plan of the world 
conquest, the U» N* blueprint has been designed for us« The Communists know 
that if they can just get America to step in the cage, the rest of the world 
will be theirs. The master plan can be further condensed: to gain full working 
control of the U. N* and, at the same time, to entice the United States to 
gradually surrender its Sovereignty to ihis world government* 

For those who may be puaaled at why the Communists are. concerned over 
raising the level of underdeveloped countries, it should be noted that this not 
only helps to bring all nations together into a single world system of economy, 
but also serves to bleed dry the capitalist countries that will be paying the 
bill* In addition there is the fact that underdeveloped countries are more 
difficult for the Communists to take over than the more advanced ones* This 
will undoubtedly come as quite a shock to those who have been told that our 
massive giveaway program to foreign countries is_keeging^the _£ommuiii3tg-at-bay^ 



The Communists are master strategists * They know full well that they 
could never hope to conquer the world through military might alone. But through 
trickeiy and deception, they have developed a formula whereby they can take over 
America without firing a shot* 
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Oil Friday and Saturday, 1/X9/58 and 1/17/&8, at the Milwaukee 
Country Club a meeting was held attended exclusively by Id or 
15 leading industrialists In the Milwaukee area, the majority 
of whom are aea of aeana and position* Apparently t 1 1 1 * *« * *«ri ^i^ 
saost instrumental in getting the group tog ether was ] 
J [who is an unusually 1 

potent *< 
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At this meeting aOfeEHT H. W* WELCH was the sole lecturer. He 
conducted hie lecture from prepared cards. The settings were 
all business and had no recreation or levity whatsoever. WELCH 
lectured on Cossunias and his thesis wan the extreme and very 
argent need for anti*Coaaunist action in the U« S. Reportedly 
WELCH is conducting a drive throughout the country to obtain 
funds to be utilised for anti^Cowiunist activity* Generally 
stated, WELCH'S .purpose is to establish ostensible Cowmnist 
front groups in local! t lee throughout the country which in 
reality will be aatt«*Coi*aunist groups. He el**** that for his 
purposes a great aaouat of money in needed and it Is needed 
quickly. According to WELCH f his proposition falls on deaf 
ears on the Bast Coast of the U. S.» and particularly in Hew 
liork City, as there they claia to know it all* Reportedly 
i nsaro _XluAMi^^^unuli^X>>L^ftlJHjLXa^JHfifiM*Jii£B^i^^^B^^— 
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According to WKUJH's plan, those who contribute to his cause 
substantially at the outset will be "oa the ground floor" and 
will be nominal directors iu the principal office of tfXLCH's 
organization, which reportedly is located in Belmont* Mass* 

In addition to obtaining large financial contributions at the 

bear the name of a rather prominent atari as Corps jampher who 

wm not obtalart by| Hli«»t»»»Mp» in th^iw*i»tr 



ax a coat ox »* 



would be obtained ax a coet ox M'per month ti& man, sad $1 
month for his wife* Welch also/has a magaaine or acme type of 
publication called American qtflnion " published at Belmont, 
Mass. Am am indication wt Ujm lUtount of money needed now 
WEJXH indicated that a million dollars would be required. 




According to | | the meeting was conducted by WELCH 
in a very secretive manner. Those in attendance were inetructed 
not to divulge what had transpired to their office personnel 
or even to their wives at this juncture. 

Relative to the background of WELCH, he c laims to havef I 

wjk spam imem^^^mfc es^s &s4MRms Jm%* ♦ »^wp<a «** jp **» ^p wm ^api^P^p^^^ff <a 4Mi w^^^^m ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^■phphhmhhmhhmhhmhhmhhmhhmh^ 

disagreed aad split up over WH«CH f » interest in the an ti -Communist b? 
cause. A m&a result ROBERT a. W» W KLCH is reportedly no longer 
associated | | it was aleo indicated that 

he came to xne Boston area from somewhere in Alabama. WELCH 
indicated at the meeting that he wae shortly proceeding to 
Boca Raton f Fla« v where the board of directors of the national 
Association of Manufacturer* mi* aehedu^ed to meet soon, and that 

meetings in Milwaukee WELCH did out aeatlon names to any great 
extent sad from available information nothing was mentioned at 
the meetings relative to the role of the FBI in connection with 
the investigation and handling of matters re Communism. 



I advised that information had come to his attention 
that mono of those in attendance were skeptical of the bona fides 
of ROBERT H» W. WELCH but that others seemed somewhat receptive* 
He ea^haei^ed that the great majority of those in attendance 
on 1/16^17/59 were exceedingly prominent and influential 
individuals in the Milwy '^^ m nm m ■ whose loyalties toward the 
0* S. are unquestioned, I I feit. however > that some of 

activity* 
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i/ao/59 

A check of Milwaukee indices falls to disclose any Information 
identifiable with ROBERT H, W, WELCH or with the publication 
"American Opinion*" 

Tbe foregoing is called to the attention of the Bureau for 
information yurposQe. Inawuch ** tt *n not inconceivable 
that the initial efforts of WELCH m th# :ail*AU**e w**e *ight 
be followed up, it would be appreciated if the Kflf incite Biviaten 
could b* furaiehed any available background on the totter* 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 
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irector, FBI (62-104401) 



subject-. RC3HT e, r/. t b£cii 

IKFCK-LTIOK CONCERNING 
(INTZgNAL SSCUPJaY) 



date: January 28, 1959 
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Se Milwaukee letter dated January 20, 19S9, 

Miles reflect that Robert 1*1. TJ. Welch, Jr., 
3elmont, ilassachusetts, irregularly issues the publica- 
tion "American Opinion," formerly known as "One Ilan's 
Opinion," This magazine consists of reviews of current 
topics by various authors and comments and observations 
by Ttelch, iJany of its articles are anticommunist, TJelch 
sends copies o f the publication to the B ureau a nd Bufeaxr 
IcTtter dated IStFcTrll, 19S7, toT/iIch**ac1:ri6t!fledged receipt 
of one issue of the magazine. Bureau files contain no 
additional identifiable information concerning Vfelch, 
The 3ureau has not investigated Itelch or his publication. 

The 3oston Office is instructed to conduct 
discreet inquiries to obtain background data concerning 
VJelch. These inquiries must be conducted with caution 
and good judgment to prevent any embarrassment to the 
Bureau and possible accusations that Tfelch is under 
^Investigation by the FBI, In this connection, no open 
inquiries or investigation should be conducted. That 
office should also remain alert for any information con- 
cerning Uelch*s alleged anticommunist activities to insure 
that these activities do not encroach upon the Bureau*s 
jurisdiction and responsibilities, 

Milwaukee and Soston Offices should remain 
particularly alert for any information concerning 7/elch's 
plan to organize ostensible communist front groups which 
in reality will be anticommunist groups. Any information 
concerning Uelch f s activities should fee promptly brought 
to the Bureau* s attention. 
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ROBERT i,. W. WELCH, Cut. 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 
(INTERNAL SECURITY ) 

By letter dated December 23„ 195$, 0-2 Governor's Island , 
New York, forwarded to this office extracts from a volume 
entitled "The Politician". The volume, according to G-2, 
was Kjirltten and privately printed for distribution by 
ROBERT WELCH, President of ROBERT A. WELCH, Candy Manufacturers , 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, and contains allegations highly 
critical of the President of the ttnlted States and other 
wenbers of the trnlted States Government. 

0-2 advised that a copy of this volume was mailed to a 

member- of the United States Army on August 31* 19f)5» 

A photostatic copy of the extract furnished by <?-2 is enclosed 
for t:ui Information of the Bureau* 

A review of the Boston indices reflects the following Information. 



a highly sensitive source, provided 
IhVorMtion cohberning a group of 3x5 oards contained in an 
envelope bearing the return address* P.O. Box #136, Cooper 
Station, Hew York 3, N.Y., believed to represent subscriptions 
to the Daily Worker", Included among that* was one bearing 
the notations 
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Robert "Jclciv Inc. 
Belmont j Mass, 
9-14 -5 3 ffil-S 



frfi lQO-ft^6-606) 



On January 19, 1959» , . 

General Post Off lee > wew 'rone, New yqctc, aavxaea ssa I 

i t hat p, 0. Box 136, Cooper Station* Hew York 3, new xors 
was leased by the "Dally Worker', 50 B. 13th Street, New York 
City from 1938 until discontinued on June 2o, 1953. 
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BS 100-32899 

Reference is made to Milwaukee letter to the Director, 
dated Jami&ry 20, 1959 entitled "ROBERT H. w. WELCH, 
AOTI-COMKOKIST DRIVE, MXLVAtflQEE DIVISION 5 ' referring to 
lecture* by WELCH on January 15 and 1? # 1959 at the 
Milwtafttre Country Club exiling for urgent need for Anti- 
Corasaucoiet notion In the united Statea. . , t 

(BS 100-32899-4) 

Referayn is alao made to Mew vofic letf » to pjg»atag. h6 

rimtattl ffflPteflafaBi* 2"^* 1Q*)7 entitled I I b"-c 

*hieh refer* to a apeecn given 



in ?mcijmatl* unio cm September 3 or 4, 1957 by ROBERT H. 
¥. SSLCHj Jr. , Belmont 78, Massachusetts, apenaored by the 
Circuit Riders, Inc. , . . 

(BS 105-0-1545) 

Clnolwati letter to Boston, dated May 6, 1953 described the 
Circuit fctdera as a Hathodlat lay organisation financed by 
a muabaF of prominent Americano to expose Coianunist influence 

in i*eiigioua organiaatiema. 

(BS I05-0-1545a) 

The Beaton Telephone Directory for 1959 shorn the Welch 
Candy Cowsaay at 810 Main Street, Cambridge, Kaaa. and 
ROBERT H. W. WELCH, Jr., at 43 Fletcher Road, Belmont, 
Massaohuaetta, Robert Welch, Inc. la listed as 385 Concord 
Avenue, Belmont, Maaaaehusett^. 

It ia alfced that ROBERT H. '£, iJELCH, believed Identical with 
the aubject, la editor of the pamphlet "Aaarloan Opinion", 
published by Robert Welch, inc., Belmont 7S, laasaaohuaetta, 
which appears to be Ant i -Communist in nature. 

It ia auggeited that aa a apeaker and writer HELCK may have 
subscribed to the "Dally Worker" in the nana of Robert Welch, 
Inc. fm u&e aa source Material. 
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Will obtain background data concerning WELCH in accordance 
with Bureau letter to Boston » dated January 28, 1959* 
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SAC, Boston (.100-32899) 



ROBERT H. W, 
IWORHATION CONCERNS 
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Hoi Bureau letter dated January 28 # 1959. 



The 



iue records of J2a££anL 
trained frr ,1AI — 



L«tJ ^nhn 
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j The 



Alunsii Records Office, were 
February 6, 1959* through 

These records reflected that 

HowiKT ii. w» wifljutt, «jr« was a* Harvard Law school from 1919 to 
1921 and received no degree* He received hie A.B. degree from 
the Unfcsraltsy of North Carolina In 1916 and as of both 191$ 
and 1953, was Vloe President In charge of Sales and Adrertisin, 
for the James 0. Welch Coispany, Candy Manufacturers, 810 Jtaln 
Street, Cambridge, Massachusetts. 
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I also provided the 35th Reunion Report of the 
Harvard Lav School Class of 1922, publlahed In 1957. 

In addition to the above information on fflMBT fit Wt WELCH, Jr., 

UK** O X VUjMsWMNaJLS 

and had ! | 

It also showed that he was In the 17, 3, Naval Academy at 
Annapolis during World War I and during world War II wag on 
the Advisory Coamisslon of the Office of Price Administration. 
In addition, from 1951 to 1954* h® w &s * member of the Belmont, 
Massachusetts School Committee and had served as a Director of 
several snail businesses and one bank. Proa 1951 to 195F* h*> 
was a Director of the National Association of Manufacturers, 
being its Vloo President from 1955 to 1957 • The report listed 
two publications by Mr. WELCH: "May Ood Forgive XTs" (1952) 
and 1, Llfo of John Birch" (1954). 



On February 12, 1959, SA l l eaamlned Volume h 

of "Who's Who In Sew England," dated 194»# In addition to 
the information already set out, this publication reflects 
that Mr. WELCH was born in Sdenton, IJorth Carolina, December 1, 
1399. He was a founder of the Oxford Candy Company in 1922 
and its Sales Manager In 1935. Prow 1940 to the time of pub- 
lication, he had been Vice President and Director of Sales and 
Advertising of the Jaiaea 0. Welch CosHpaagr, Cambridge, Massa- 
chusetts* As of the date of publication, he Is shown as a 
meaner of the Beaard of Directors of Robert Welch Publishing 
Conpanyj Chalrsaan of the Board of the Washington Commission 
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of the National Association of Candy Manufacturers! a member 
of the Board of Directors of the United Prison Assoc latlon f 
and during World War II was a member of the Office of Price 
Administration Committee for the candy Industry. He is shown 
to b« the recipient of the Kettle Award by the candy Industry 
in 19&7 an< 3 a member of the Massachusetts Chess Federation 
(Board of Directors, 19ij0-l9iji}-). 

I*. WELCH Is shown as a Republican and lists his clubs as: 
Harvard (Boston and New York), Skating (Boston), Oakley Country 
(Board of Directors). He Is author of "Road to Salesmanship" 
(19l|l) and has contributed articles to business publications. 
He is further shown as a public speaker on business, economic 
and social conditions* His home address Is shown &a k3 Fletcher 
Road, Belmont, Massachusetts, and his office as 610 Main Street, 
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts, 

Inclosed for the Information of the Bureau Is a letter dated 
February 11, 1959* from 0-2, Governors Island, New York, and 
a eopy of "The Politician" written by WELCH and furnished to 
hils office by 0*2. 

G-2 has been advised that no Investigation is being made of this 
matter. C. 
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AFRICAN OfjNION 



An Informal Review 
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Belmont 78* Massachusetts 

November 13 $ 1958 
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Under separate cover today $ I m ©ending you by registered 
first-class mail* return -receipt requested > copy of an ex- 
tremely confidential dowBBrtrt I « flrtnr fift ttr t.tin rm^est 
of your good friend I 

This mouse ript is not intended for publication at all* But 
I am putting it into the bands of a quite limited nuntoer of 
patriotic Americans -*~ mostly close friends of mine «— "Hho can 
be depended on to treat it T?ith the confidence requested* and 
to take reasonable precautions to safeguard the document t&ile 
it is ixi their possession*, For I believe it *will give even so 
well-informed a man as yourself a certain amount of additional 
insight into some aspects of the conspiracy which we face & 



With all good "wishes, I am 



Sincerely, 
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Robert Welch 
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SUBJECT j Circumstances Surrounding US Army Accession to "The Politician" 
IDENTIFYING DATA: "The Politician" written by Robert Welch 
PREPARING UNIT: 108th QIC Group 
DATE OF SOI: lk January 19^9 
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SUBJECT: Circumstances Surrounding I r S Army Accession to "The Politician" 



nvMTTFY"* ^Tki Registered mail pnpimt H.t^d P6 Ife^W 19^8 
for article from l H to Robert 

^ T . VJ. Velch, Jr,, American Opinion , Belmont 78, 
Massachusetts 
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STWi?rT: Circumstances Surrounding TTS Aimy Accession to "The Politician' 1 

X^wttfytpCt Wl: Letter, wjth letterhead American Opinion , an informal 
re^iw, dated 13 ? T ovember 19£6 U Y ith envelope 
postmarked 17 wnywnhwy iQ^HV^icm^H tmnW-h Welch," J 

and aHtfressed to I J]; 
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fi« L. UTOHLXI 

3p#cl«l Agtaf 111 3h*I>ga 
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Hay It, 1959 




S# Matf T<M1C 



CO, Ry* Baaah, Mow Haanalaiyt, ftixaiatod tht 

Haa to sa irake p. will Mil m torn 30, x&59. 
Htt advlaad that for mw mm to has boon dowiopllif an ldaa 
for a W toriaa to to aatltttd WORLD WAR XS/ Thf thaa* of 
tht aortao Wttlt to that tlit ftii tad 3tataa and tto ftoo warld 
•^ ■**■■* Jf «• *■* alta tht fcrritt ttaionj ttoajh ttora it no 

m»o%i4Fii» tlmigio 
tragia. 



la doopovato, and tho roottlta oould 1m 




•wj» w wajMP^P^O waaapv d*aa ajfpaaaaa^aj A AJpFjF^Jji W-Mpwh(|^P vp#A* ^^^jp&m0M V^a 

tow tit* Harala Trlawtt, to ma Tltitod a? mm JWWW 
' t vatitad Mary Qaatain who had writ till a took tallod 
V'ttolaa tin pan naao <Jol# -WIW IW. 
fcly aaaUator of froodo» **••■, a*,/ had o«*e 
IZQH to writ* Ma took. Dttrlag tto oontoraation, 
aontla ao d tela idoa of tfca atova*aaaa9ltod ft aortas, 

toGTYY Jttjtt4dto# § aa otoaatoa4 aaaa4oaaa 

stated to aoald ajat ilaaaalal soaking far auo* an oatorprlao. 



HHW aaa taiy. aathualtatla and vita 
tad to aoald as>t fiaaaalal toaki»« i 
jwick told m ta #» afcaad* 



Ha adtlsot that far tha ntat asvtral acntha vnnvmr ittaaptad 
ta aot toajctaa fust satanst aaa~profit Itojadatloiii with ita 
auoooia. Xa Isrssftor, lfji, ftttfiaxcit ads iavttod to to guast 
of honor ft a ggaaar at tho feivoraitr CU»» Malt TattL-glty, on 
Novsator $» 1938, tola* was sponsors* al l I 

ftolaaod la a aaavtoatatia 0007 af a Hat of intitod fiooto 
ottaiaod trtm FIXUKICX. it la notod that too Mroator'a 
mi tola liat. 



Jb7C 



cot a~ii»aaaa (ass, 'a) (m) 



{l-MSifaji^ 



fWtaai 
(T) 




all in? 1 ,"- 



A. PHXLMICJt) 




^4?- 3^19 f^/Q 



Yt "•■itoir'lifii- 



t.' 



# 



**•*<*. 



mtUmiag tfco iitmmv, HOUHOT «M fpp*o«o)*4 »y 
WJMHNMf with H|§ MhWt of fitting 
to ftmatt th»#|ovo W iofioo. 

POOfU OOOHit W »*—»0 3,VOO tO, 



tad 




»uil4iag B 



I 



ftrlJf*. I 



mjHMflgfit Wking corporation 

fmm tiff Klglit *ffortX 






■JCflJL 



CA3CA 
WttUlttlBE Wis tl*ct$4 Cfeaimioi of Hn t mfr **^ *f« 



of Hi ft* 



, a ooaoy 

f*f«t MtOtlAg 
H^iM ItatO 



^ 



I 



mTTJBIDHl 



? 



tfeftf* fellowrt « long Arm out cpntnoTtrtr owg th* torn of 
tilt 4MMtti f»V W»OOlf 004 WXM3TOK. PUtJUCOL Hi* 

of tut ft oorloo «Kg Mthod of pfooontotion,. VZMfpOff gfctoopto* fcb 
to to*o *f* miplito ooatrol of too pwjoot gal tloiaod tho 

origin** l4o* tftttt W toiioo woo hit. It mo ft* thif-tia* . 

, .. . . .. v. 1^,| 



b7C 



ti*t miflftra togoa to tmoot tj* aotivto of wuraron 

At tliio mm tia* *t otgttt hotrtng tvm f riant* I m fft 



MM 



] 



roptttfttlott ft* • aot©rlflsii_ontl~8«»lt«> St iJWti T 

tbtoo Meutotioa* ta4 l I toaloi fcolag ontl foau m 

•totoi ho MM a»oa unjulfly ftooaood of ontl-goaiU**, ooookunT At 

ono tiaafct oinoMrilf ooliofo* tint toao iaata ohouW not htvo 

bOOJl OgljflgtatflMt to OWMItO t%tO StttO OJf Xiiatl UMl lit it 
•t*t«4 aAOlicly. 

.. aovo tporohoativft of tat attlvot of !!% 

ng tao ooaa&otloa of ft pilot fU* for ° 

tao *r Mrioo. Ibu film goait mta tat otory of uuwnr skxtsr 
WHITE. When ta» -fiia m »hew» to tao otooliii Koyo^ tboro 
were sovoi«l rofUri fi«B tteo floor oon«ernl»g WHXTB'o 0fM>kgzwin4. 
Odc re***-* «m tbot WOtl «t* not bio vosl aint «n4 tfco ftla 
*boul4 hovt —gpjojH! nil tb»t WHITE w*« Ruoolon torn and oojm of 
%t«tltm*^««lm ptrtnU. teotbor r«M^c yftgott wu thot tht 
fiartt no»o of *♦ mmm Zttmrnarm, montAoi»* la tho film, 




** $ «# 



fHl*;*fXflt ttftfttfi that wd»r th* tastta «f aaw aantittats al gaa6 
vaaahtly ha has retain** eaaluaive e«at*el «Mr the treatment, 
of the aubjaeUifcttr iTtfUrtlmr dialogue, thi» a*** About 
only leoaaoe l l bte*ce* Mm m the Jtetiti of 

ef WattfOa j |a M fea*» he aay bt mtwin< Involved with 
— "-- *— ''"Tl TgaWlnn and anti-3*«ltea« ■ Hi advieefl_fchei__ 

dieereet p«rton» ia dialoiiiV in 



»^ h " WW***** »* 




AM 



fUDM?OtM 



MWt 



.1 If'*' 1 ■ 



LilSH MiVflV»g»lL&>& 



ImSZKtt, 

mmmhUwSSSIi 



fyaa 



mm* 

sjMt tl 



] kit rai^m niMt 



Of ffct. He fhrthe* repo rt* th»t 
a** imtir iiniiiti in the ofreaaiaatioii ef "tvWK 
threadiest the wwtry with great attendant ee«i*cy 
Nit etfcwapted to detentine the purpose ef the** JOttf 

and WBLGM, Mi ftfrteed that the neat neetiAt Of the 




1 



PHIUKICK. 
nam . 



Vwar 




rasr 

15» 1955. 



Ht eatdl 

infomaflST 

▼Ian 

ht will heap 

no Interview of 



moyjMiil. 





tut aetmuta of 
na dieei<eet and eadUaaXi 
af the feet that ffEUmiW has adeiaed 

•ion lnfowwd referdins tha above* 

it contemplated. 



in addition to th* taaat Uat annua*** above* that* e*e eneloeed 

*a#* T^s.iflp ainaaraosaMp *WBP^twirWaHipV**v awPaMt™wr "• ♦ 

tl) Faraocal fl y uat-J]yml»h»4 by W08fG** 

%aa # i^p™wa* ia™^^ law ■■ awaMMM^^Ww^i^av ^w#"a^^a^^^**™** , fja *'^ jt * " 

stand on tut XATaal aituatlam 
{$) OutliRt and purpose of tha na* W Sariai 
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Iha Kan Tafk Offtaa la vatptttad 

Sa^aaaa aatttlaaaA hajpfin* athar 
IL0H # aa4 aa^iaa tha mtr*au ef tha raaulta at' this »haak 



to saamh tta iadiaaa on all 
than muMKiCK mA mvm h. 



* 3 m 



• 



•§«•- 



with »*tmmm t* mwm %> mm* t&» *m 
mtiti «uh -yew f k. w, raw, jBTijB 



MOoioiRiiiHa 



(DffOTW. flKimXfl)/ Bo»t*n ftfe!*.***, Mil* 1*10*401, 

•tttttfttUHl *** tUt ftutait has J** pmittaly MtiMt. WELCH 
i§ lfc«p3»» ««bj««t Of SAC LtttlTil. 5*-37s«ti<m *» ***•« 







B WII1 1| 
MMJKMUkiJyiKKiii 




1» fttalbljr identical, it wifely known Iter 
•ni ha« b««n tha aubjttt tf ft* antaaalf* 
in*«m§ation by MUwr tavafaaant agency. 



Vita 
•ftllaA 



ttttUM 





■MIiiiiiJWHIuSEIMbKiiiiiMI itilOSf 

fin which 



be 

b7C 



be 

fc7C 



imtlatl 4H UU §i§J#*t *f 



C6*ftihlftn, 



MH won infanmUoa &*»▼*«•« by PKZUBII«» it tots **m 
mEteMU to loaabt identifiable Infoxwatlaft in Jtoeton intfleas 
relating ft etttiar individual* neat lent*. 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 



TO 



FROM 



SAC: 



100-32899 



SA 



subject: Robt. H.W.. Welch, <Jr» 
Info Concerning 
IS 



DATE :5/20/$9 



iUXEBFORMAWOIfCO] 
to & ZfflUslwMm BY, 



■®4. 




On $/$ M 

at this oi'fi ce 



personally appeared 

ana furnished the attached letter concerning the John Birch Sociaty 



he 
hie 



and the above captioned person* He said he did net 1 desire that this letter be returned 
to him*. Also he made available a copy of the booklet entitle d^ "The life of John 
Eirch, -which likewise he did not desire be returned to him* 



there mat a 
sells varnis 




ft an H that he* tva 



ff Fiti G1 mister i Marre rihmi Innntfe aro nn Irani, ness and 

1 This firm 
waid he believed that I J urats a former ) _ liri the , ^ 



I I He said that l hlr 

recommended to him th*$ booklet and he later got a copy if it, rhich is attached* He "~" " 
declared that this booklet is very ardently anti Communist and that the John Birch—, 
J3ocj£l^is so very persistant and have "written the attached letter to attend one of 
tBeiir meeting s , that he got to wondering if this organization i£ alright and possibly 
not what is claimed* He said that if the Sociaty is alright, it is awfully good but 
if it is not he thought it ought to be chected further* and is "bad 11 from a security 
viewpoint* Also he had a pstt card, sent to him with this letter, asking him to 
respond asto yfaether he Tiould attend a meeting of this society on M av 30, 19J>9 
at the home QJ I 9:30 AM« v&th 

v;hich he got /detailed description or how to get ti 



added that per 



if he 



b6 
b7C 



suffi ciently m tne soc iety , he cou ld establish such a society in 



lim 



i 



that I j is a | | in Glouster and is very much 

«ch Society* as is a number of professional people in Belmont, Mass* 



I 1 *^^^ 
OT 



^^u^j^x&s ted 



W* 



He said 
in the 



was given no info,- though he asked if the FBI, Bs* had anything on it ( 



be 
hie 



Subsequently on the same date, balled back from and said 

that when he got home he found that a copy or instant book, a leWteH cttd a brochure 
of this society had been sent to M^^Dy Yfelch* He said that partially through this 
material and other things he hacrneard, he nowfelt sure that this group (society) 
aid ftelch were okay^not communistic but might be a little over zealous * Since there 
is a file on the subject, this memo, letter and the booklet are being filed in that 
file for future reference* . 



Also on the same date. 



personally appeared at this, office re the John Birch ttociefoifanci waa similarly given to 
no i'nf p # He said he had received a letter frcm | | 




regarding his attendance at the John Birch Society meeting held; to '5/10/5?* Be 

attend^w-tHe declared that the society ^as reporlredS.anti Communist. but^heiTOnte* 

to check further'on it* He was appropriately advised. He said 1 it' concerned, repoHedly 

Advancement of the Ideals of American Life under the direc&Btf^of Robt; Welch* 

„* 7 hn Birch Society* 
Indices neg* re o^ 



i.. i -^^-^--i.-i. 
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SAC, 808101 (62-3810) 



Q*m CORFOBUHOK 
M forth Broadway 
WMt* Plaint* Star York 
iapoamfioi C0I0BRSIB3 



j^atyHfo* 




fta Bottom lotto* dated $/l2/f$ 9 

SERSW A. fftXtattKS, Ry» Boooh, It* Hompfhlro 




fro d 



WTfT.WWMr ■♦-fc^* V*» »w»<»4 <mu1 <MK^ »hf«m 



JjImJumL. 



t gytt .aaox. nf TuiitE 

ttn» | 
t t5*T 



InCopBA 

^i IhJCJ 

ftliUCl liillii!WBBHWJl £1301 



tlon 

JUJOL 



too orrioo or x*v*i rawmgwoi ma 
over hit ectivitteiv 



FHILBBtofflfc alto maortwd tl 

hid V^nflRMMl &§ 




roaalri* 
nothing of 



And 




■HHMHMMW 



I FHIiJttI« etoted U knmr 
TBBliattliW» 



^*H *-*¥"#¥& WOTM, 



wmrnggmmmmmmmm^ 



MJKU/KLmMKm 

mmrn 



reeeivod unintentional inforaation from 
that Col* OTTO SKOHZIWJ , fiftBOUt Iftfti porft* 
' ttottolinl during World Mr Tt t mi to bo 



^ pw£iwiTCflLiidllJHK P(#JW WUHd c£W<*l*WV£ "^ *^ W#W*rwiMi*P'*» 



St 



BuEdb 



a WWUTit MHfr id Kotf l ork, 



did not tfty «b» tiaa gpontoring 



2 - Bureau (Htttf«5) (&*} 

2 - Rov York (flit) 

3 - BoitOB (1 * ©2-3610) / 

I 1 * 100-38899? (ROBERT H.^rfTTffiLCH, JR.) 

PPWiraaJ / / 

(?) ( / 



'j~ 



hic 




lb 6 
fo7C 



to 6 
b7C 



J& 



4 



m 62-3C10 



*^^^ 



jioloaod for the 3uroau is a report jgmpmd by if>HIi,3Ria?l 
rogiajdlag his attandmxjo af, a .Tflfflf WMIB ffiiTffl mnatlnr hftlr* 

in tho JOHK BIRCH CLUB aaa petition* urging 
tha Preaident of tb* U. . not to attood any "Sauaalt tiaatings*" 
SaoloMd al«o ffcr th* Bureau Is & booklet antltlotf. "Th& I .if© 
of John Blvah,* by BOIKaw H. w. ■>/:::. ck, JR. 

Any addltioml Information concarniiv* the above corporation 
reeelved Ami PHXL8HICK will b© promptly ffoflPH**de<i to £ba 
and Hew Tortt Divisions. 



to 6 
b7C 



(F) ^ ROBERT H. W, WELCH, JR. - INFORMATION CONCERNING (INTERNAL 
SECUftTrr)~~--~ T^rormatTdrf IFTas *been received that Welch resides at 
43 Fletcher Road, Belmont , Massachusetts; maintains an office at 
810 Main Street, Cambridge, Massachusetts; is an officer and director" 
of the James 0* Welch Company, candy manufacturers, 8l0 Main Street, 
Cambridge , Massachusetts; and is editor and a director of the pub- 
lication "American Opinion," which he irregularly publishes and 
issues of which have in the past contained ant i communist articles* 
Neither Welch nor his publication has been the subject of Bureau 
investigation. In January , 1959; he met with a group of leading 
industrialists of the Milwaukee, Wisconsin, area, at which time he 
lectured on communism, the urgent need for , anti-communist action 
in the United States and his desires to establish ostensible communist 
front groups which in reality would be anticommunist groups. Welch 
indicated he is conducting a drive to obtain funds to be used for 



anticommunist activity and that his plans would necessitate large 
financial contributions. No further information has been received 
indicating Welch's success in putting his program into effect. 

The personnel of your office should be made aware of 
Welch T s activities and contemplated plans. You must be certain 
that your employees are alerted to promptly report to the Bureau 
any information concerning further activity by Welch in this regard . 
In the event information is received regarding any activity of Welch 
in the furtherance of setting his plan into operation. jig ..JRyftSti- 
,g&tion should be made but the Bureau should be promptly advised. 

3/10/59 

SAC LETTER N0 t 59-13 
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PUIS TEXT 

aiHTEi. mai3r.:^i> air kail 



to *. DiaECTou, rat 

F30K» SAC, BOSTOJl (62-3810) 
CASCa CORPORATION 

21 Kopth Broadway 
Whit 8 Plains, law York 
INFO COHCSHWUKI 

H« Boston latter to Buroau dated 6/10/59. 




, . be 

advlasd that ROBERT WIHSTOS rosignsd as prostdant of Casca on b/c 

6/L/50- aa tha f ault of proaauro brought to baaj? by PKCLBRICK and 

I I . Up on his #sslgnation WINSTON sant an axtroxasly 

Insulting lattai* to l I ftcouolnr M»v awlJiilLBRICIK oi" ua lii? 

Jora rumlat taotlaa la >^ttlnr ri d of hlm. l l atatad that I I 

lias | "I tho corporation. 

I l atatad l . . . % l the P 112 * ** 1810 

fllrctigiatarmaa, RiMBtttlyl I 

I L In tha amount of $ 2000. for tho 



purohaao or 20 sharall in an aeoompanylns letter ! I 

that tho ohoak bad bean "astorovod" by tha f Coraraltt«e ror i^ii 
and ha yaj ytrr lualilrtrlMr mil vfrfr 1B4 thi Cwmlttaa raraaln 



advlsad 

;tatas" 



and he yaj yajr lailttfUft %lm% vfrfr §M thi Ceawlttaa rataaln anony- b< 
raoua. I _ laav tha ohee'e and t 

latter ha oulakly pat thsft in his oockot.l |alao 



tho ofaaele and tho hl 



rooor tod that I | for ttM> 1 ^g e > 1ieuB | f 

stook I I visa la 

aUeracUv & natopioua anti-Uotr.lt e. I l 

I l iVITOTOH and I l a Hat of 

atockfooidars to tha Cases Corp., whioh i* oncloaod. 



3 - auraau (8aos*3) (HK) 
i - >Jow York (info) (rk) 

3 - Boston (1 • 62- 



(1 • 62-36103 

7ro*.'»wi1 [ROBERT H» W v WJ3aXH, JR*) 

(?) 




<a»ifc_;wH*9*v ( ' /** -sp^f-''* ^ 



mm 



#»* 



4 



m 62«|810 

with regard to WISSTQK J I raported that shortly before hi a 
reeignatlem ITTIStOH announced that he was working on a new 
Invention atolch would earn hira a great deal of noooy* tie 
stated that this invention wai an explosive device which would 
bo umnI tvm aircraft. In thii connection UX8ST0H reoeived at the 
Caeca iff teas a ship ment of 112 lbs* of aaflaaaiua sulfate fron 

the dm Chemloml Co. I I 

I [ WI18TOS haa boon working 

on tnis lnvontioa in eioao association with a in named (F WVT I 
He haa alio been In frequent contact with oao | I Dow 
Chemicals, Midland, Michigan. 

I l adviaod that WIUSTOS Is extreaely aatl«GoHnunlft and 

s»ti«ae**flc to a point of optional instability. Bo frequently 
asfee* the unrelated statement that ho haa now boon In a isental 
Institution nor haa ho over had any psychiatric treatment. Yet 
ha Uvea In constant fear of assassination by tha Cteainlats. 
Ha despises and foam the Anti-Defamation League, saying they 
have spies everywhere* 

WI8S508 haa always spoken htahly of Director HOOVER and the FBI . 
He alalia* ho Is In oontaot with the White Plains Off loo of the 
FBI. Ho haa sent oat circular letters stating that too FBI is 

s^p^p eVs»> +*^&^mJ oBF^^sFi|spw^wlsw ^Fm^^jp #simr^ 4sV ^ t9& ^Wsjf *^t|P«HI **?• J**^ 1 IsV vt# WMs^*JWPp dfcippF Anw ^sr ■*p|j^^# ilsV* ^ff*» Jkr ds> • £^r w& WP 

letters wore sent out without the knowlodgo of FHJLBHXdt. WltrsTOH 
thought wall of tha Director* s book but stated it lost a great deal 
of its effectiveness when the Director quoted frosa jjiti-Defamtion 

League reports. 

With regard to iftXSTOSHe fanatic anti^oiesuniiBSi he recently 
drafted a petition to the Congress of the tt. 8. calling for tlie 
lBtDoaonwwrit of President XZ&S&BW&R. WTlSlDtf sent copies of this 
petition to several organisations seeking endorseitent but with no 
success* Some of the organisations that received copies of the 
petition ware the Committee of 10€- and tha Covad. ttee for Constitu- 
tional Action* FKELBRXCK Interjected that WIKSTQH asked hin to 
olroulate the petition aswng his PfS oontaota which PHILBHICK 
refused to do* A copy of the petition Is enclosed* 

- 2 - 
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BS 62-3810 



[ 



further reported that WZEST01 la itlll in eioae 
MBBT TOCB WMAIPZ the organization of John 



contact wit 
Slreh Cluba 
oo the John Birch meeting at the 

flw Torfe cUTi Bmlomfor rwrtftfl frr raiLRRlcr. 






_JWtS3W)H«a n? 
apartiaaat of 



;tf I «tf frfrff rvfttlone 



fc6 
fc7C 



oopy or theao notaa am obaarvatiotia la attached 

1 stated they are concerned over fcho 



a 



[ 



type of paoola tkftat are interacted In the aotivifciaa of the Caaaa 
Corp* and ara baying atoak In the corporation. PHXLBHICK stated 
that aairaral interested Individuals haira military beokgT*ounds and 
mllltarlstio a ttitudes* He noted that WIB3T0K baa a roilttar ? 
u ban if ground ana I I 

I L baa a Osroan kvmf baokground. He 

and wirstoh ara great adtairars of everything dernan and of the 
Nasi rwiramant* 

PHILSHZCK stated ha Intanda to maintain aloaa contact with 
ROBERT WSLCH regarding tha John Birch siovament and will keep 
the Bureau advised* 



b6 
b7C 



LfctJdHUH 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM 
TO: SAC, BOSTON 
FROM: SAC, NEW YORK 






& 



t 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



DATE; 25JUNW& 




HQBE*T*WEICH INC 
BELMONT T8 yj\%9 



* t 



SM-C 



On 5/29/59, P 
reliable information in* 



a source who furnished 
tne past, made available imprints of 



names and addresses of current subscribers contained on 
addressograph plates maintained by "The Worker" , 23 West 
26th Street, New York City, an East Coast Communist weekly 
newspaper, 

A 3" x 5" card containing this imprint is 
attached hereto for your information. 



NYO. 



No copy of this memo is being retained in the 



1- Boston (100- 

CQS:gms 
(1) 



) (RM) 






:r\u v ; :;:mv >:;v'w 



*I*I<>A 




JH2G1959 
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August 12, 1$59 




to 6 



Tour letter dated August 1, 19$% has &«*» 
received and the interest which prompt** your communication 
is indeed appreciated. 

Thile I would like to be of assistance, 
the function of the FBI as a fact-gathering agency does 
not extend to furntshing evaluations or comments 
concerning the character »r integrity of any publication, 
individual, or organisation* T regret, therefore, that 
I am unable to oomply with your requests for information* 

Sincerely yours, 



A 



^ 



*-*» * "Swo^o 



fohn Edgar Boover 
Director 

1 - Boston (Xnelosure) c lA> 

Enclosed is a copy of correspondent's communication, 
Buftles contain no identifiable information concerning 
correspondent. 

The John BirAMoJgpy and Robert Welch are 
known to ymrmtbrrWerio your fUmm 62-J810 and 
100-32899* 

Note to SAO, Boston, continued page 2 
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P. ffay fr ^rp^ wa» investigated by the Bureau in 
1942 as a special inquiry for the Off tee for Emergency 
Management, and no derogatory information was developed* 
He has over a period of years furnished information to the 
Bureau which he believed to be of interest. The 
New Haven Off too has reported he is now Si years of age 
and is devoting his time to fighting the menace of 
communism* He has also been corresponding with Welch 
concerning plans to fight communism, (7?-*7?41) 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 



August 27t 1959 



SAC, OHXCAOQ (100-ptil) 
ROBERT H, V f WELCH, JR. 

iwoHHATxof Wsmmm 

(HlfBRKAL SKCtmiTT) 



Re JAfl Letter 59-13 (F) captioned it above, setting 
forth information concerning WELCH, a resident of Belmont, 
Hasseehusetta, with of floes In Cambridge, Maasaehusetta. The 
SAC Let tor notos that VBLCH la Editor and Pnbllaher of "American 
Opinion", which bo regularly publishes and issues. Beither 
WELCH aor bla publication have over boon the subject of Bureau 
Investigation* Xa January, 1959 he net with a group of leading 
Industrialists at Milwaukee, Wisconsin at which time ho 
loo tare d on Communism, the urgent need for antl-Comuuniet 
aotlon, and hla desire to establlah oetenalble Comntuniet 
front groups which la reality would be aatl-Commanlat groups. 
Re SAC Letter Instructed that any Information concerning 
further activity by WELCH In the furtherance of his plan 
Should he made Inaown to the Bureau. 

On Au«u«t 20, 1959, Dr. HEDWIG S. Kuatl of the Kuhn 
Clinic, Hammond, Indiana, made available certain dooumenta 
and oormspondejcoo reoelved from the captioned Individual on 
the letterhead of "American Opinion" and from the John Birch 
Society, Belmont 78| Masaaehusetts, which also appeara to be 
an endeavor of this individual. 

There Is enclosed herewith for the information of 
the Bureau. Indianapolis, and Beaton, one photostat of eaoh 
of the following Items i 
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1) Petition entitled "Committee Against Summit Entanglements" 
advising tiis President not to attend s "summit conference". 

2) flyer entitled "Just s Minute* Mr. Congressman, 
before yon vote on* money end oar jobs sway. • ." this flyer 
Is described therein ss Issued by fhe Cititens Foreign Aid 
&sss*#s»e, Suite 335* 1001 Connecticut Avenue, W.V., 
Washington, D, 0, 

A booklet entitled "The Scoreboard" described thereon 
article which was reprinted from "American Opinion", 
t 78, Ssseaohusetts. 

U) A letter dated Jufry 29, 1959 on the letterhead of 

"Amesjpean Opinion* to Dr. K8BW and signed ROBERT WELCH, The 
letter notes that sn unpublished manuscript of "m ine, which 
is quite confidential " f would be sent to Dr. tWSS In a matter 
efss few days, flu letter notes tfast "We bare a movement under 
way of which yon undoubtedly have heard nothlng*»beeause we are 

taping entirely on building strong*h~ «id nmd a natandin g 

' then erecting noise, of which he 
jp an enttsnelastic supporter since It ISMF61BI Hie 
Decemwr, and which already has local woifclng ohaptera In 
four states,* V8LGH continues by describing the background, 
methods, and pur poses of the John Birch Society and 
indicates to Br, fflfflH that she will be fniwiehed additional 
j^Efonuit&oji concerning It* 

jjfk A letter to Dri KtJHB dated July 16. 19£9 from welch 

agata en the l cttcih osd of "American Opinion* in which he 
authsoptes Br« tdftV to permit another individual to reed the 
con fiden tial manuscript which be had previously submitted to 
Br, HOT, Be describes the manuscript at being entitled "The 
IjggltialasV 1 * He than describes the John Birch Society as e 
issfeawnt which was started quietly by WELCH with s small group 
of leading Industrialiata who met with WELCH In Indianapolis 
duriigr the peat December "for the purpose of building etrength 
and nlgsritandinf to combat tabic conspiraeyw»whlle avoiding 
publicity to the fulleat extent posalble, because creating 
noise is no part at our intention. The movement is growing 
vefy rapidly, with extremely encouraging support from a great 
nauiy patriotic leaders, , ." He Indicated at the present 
time- that ha did not believe it possible to foiu regular 
ohaptem in Indians, *fer a few months yet", snd suggested in 
the Interim contest be maintained by mail. 
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6) A letter dated July *||ttgf* from WELCH to Dr. KTJHN 
»t* ting that under aeparete cover^i-was sending tht recipient 
a manuscript which In not intended Iter publication tt til end 
which la being put into the hands of t number of good friends 
and outstanding patriots who would be depended upon to treat 
the document with confidence aa requested and to take reasonable 
preeautlona to tsfe~guard the document while it la in the 
party*! possession, (Thla msnuaoript is entitled "fhe Politician*, 
a copy of which la in the poasasalon of the Chicago Office and 
will be described later. 

7) John Birch Society bulletin for July, the contents 
of which are aelf explanatory, 

8) A nemo on the letterhead of the John Birch Society, 
Belmont 73, Kemsaospsetta dated July kt W9 entitled "A 
PreHminary and Condensed Statement", Ifcls dooiment describes 

vtha *ehn Birch Society as an organisation of Americana 
* voluntarily Joined together to (1) Combat more effectively the 
evil farces that threaten our country, our lives and our 
civilisation! (2) fa prevail upon fellow eitisens to start 
pulling out of the deepening moras a of collectivism and to 
climb to higher levels of individual freedom and responsibility) 
(3) To restore with brighter lustre and deeper oonviotion, 

Efsith-lnapired Morality, the spiritual sense of values 
the gloriously humane traditions of which our Western 
llawitlon has been built, the long range objective of the 
Society ha* been sumsrlsed as less govarnmant, mora 
responsibility, and a better world. Continuing, the document 
states thet the John Birch Society was founded by WELCH at a 
meeting in Indianapolis on December 9, Vf$% and has working 
chapters in six states and additional chapters are being 
forjead every vjaafct Its immediate goal la 1,500 working 
chapter* for December 31, 1959, The home chapter maintains 
contact withmembara and aoordlnates sod their activities 

^tsam aaWaar am^^k. na\ aaaaat ^ahkaeaam ^jamaalBk *W ^at aaaalwBaw^k.alaaa..^k. ^c^aw **- law* ^*v ^^^. .^^am*.^s L ^awaaWa&aawav. ■■■■*• ■ *• — ^- ^ aa^.^ak <*V ^^ 4*e L ^BSk.^Hk *A Jam ^rt 

entirely by maix* There en, name chapter members in about 20 
states and the list includes many of the moat influential and 
highly regarded man and women in the country. 



This memo continues setting forth information 
under the captions "What is fhe John Birch Society?", "How 
arc Chapters »f the Society Formed?", "Why Haven* t I Heard 
lore About The John Biroh Society?*, "Row May I Join The 
•rapn enron socio vyr" 

9) Item entitled "Application for Membership", listing 
dues for memb e rs hip snd the conditions under which membership 
can be obtained. 
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The unpublished nanuseript of WELCH entitled The 
Politician" consists of 28 7 pa ges of vicious materiel deelgned 
to efeow that Presiden t Ei senhower was the chosen successor of 
ft raw President ROOSEVELT and that his present administration 
la under strong Communist Influence* !Pypieal of the atatamenta 
contained therein la one appearing on page elx, laat paragraph, 
which reads as follows! 

"fhe aad truth la that thla tyranny vaa actually 

thing] 




circumstances 

of fc$e elaotion made It politically necessary for him to bring 
many" good nam Into hla government, the rationale of his election, 
and the toevpar of the American people, mad* it Imperative for 
a while lew ha talk a good brand of enti^eascHnlam* Bat the 
Communiet influenoee which completely controlled him kept the 
reins of that control tight and effective* Subtly, cleverly, 
always pjroclaimlng otherwise and finding specious exoueea for 
what were really prc-Cemnunist actions, theae Communist lnfluencea 
aside Mm put the whole diplomatic power, economic power, and 
reeesmlsed leadarahlp of thla country to work, on the side of 
IftiMlm and the Communists, in connection with, everv problem 
md trouble spat In their empire* Ton only have to look at 
idiei% «sj stand today, five Tiara later, at exactly these same 
apottkam the aeoreboerd reviewed above, to realise the truth 
of thla assertion and the extent of this Communist success* 
It limply was net possible to lose ao amah ground, ao rapidly, 
*•> an enemy ao inferior, by chance or by etopidity* The 
•xplanatien calls for a very sinister and hated word, but one 
which la by no means new In the history of governmenta or of 
naUonih, The word la treason* It ia the province of Mi 
treatise to enow the part played In these treasonous develop* 
awaits, however unwittingly or unwillingly, by Dwight Eisenhower} 
and how, aa the moat completely opportunistic and unprincipled 
politician America has ever raised to high off loe, he was ao 
supremely fitted for the part*" 

In view of the length of ttoia manuscript and because 
Indianapolis and Boston as well aa the Bureau may already have 
a copy* of the manuscript no photostats are being submitted 

Should the Bureau desire a photostat to be prepared 
by this o ffice the original manuscript can again be obtained 

f MeV2s* # KIJHlf snd photostated. 

Tho Bureau la recuse ted to advise of ita desires* 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 



TO 



. DIRECTQR, FBI 

i 

FROM : sac, boston' (100-32899) 



DATE; 



9/V59 



subject: ROBERT H. W. WELCH, JR. 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) 



Re SAC letter #59-13 dated 3/L0/59. 



l idvlsed MA IWANK. P. WlL OTTETf 
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from WELC H, Wtefifl IS 6ft6163Ad 



tine following material received 



fuli-tirae Salaried 



bulletin of the . jphn Birch S o ffie t y , wherein 
alaried c o o rd i naFors" are announced; 



new 




hicago, 111. 
Detroit, Mich, 
alias, Texas 

(Part-time), home office, Belmont, Mass, 
Tennessee 

Part-time), New York City 
t, Petersburg, Fla. 



2, Letter from John Birch Society dated 8/3/59 soliciting 
attendance at a presentation of , the bar* lor round nng purposes 
of the Birch Society, signed by 
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Bureau (Ends. 9) 
Chicago (Info) 
Dallas (Info) 
Detroit (Info) 
Knoxville (Info) 
Memphis (Info) 
Miami (Info) 
New York City (Info) 
Boston /i-ion^QftoG^ 

jmh 
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3. Letterhead of the "Committee Against Summit Entanglements." 

■■■■■■■■■■■.■ _ ,. ■■■■ _ t .|-ii> , # » ' . ' ^ ^^ j, ■ r •? ^*»" •.**- * '^ '* -3S ^HBBE^ftS: , JK * -tTf TT"S - - - TS, "< - 

/ 

4. Letter from Committee Against Summit Entanglements dated 
8/7/59 soliciting contributions* 

5. Copy of proposed full page ad to be run in 50 major 
newspapers calling for President EISENHOWER tc cancel 
KHRUSHCHEV'S visit to the U. S* 

6* Copy of League of Rights Intelligence Survey, published 
in Melbourne , Australia. 

7* Copy of "CARIB; Caribbean Anti- Communist Research and 
Intelligence Bureau, H Edited by CZIEGLER ISTVAN, fomer 
Colonel, Royal Hungarian Army and published in Ciudad 
Tru jillo, Dominican Republic * 

8* Reprint from American Opinion entitled "The Scoreboard . " 

9* Reprint from American Opinion entitled "There Goes 
Christmas." 

For the information of offices receiving copies 
of this letter, the Chicago office on 8/27/59 submitted to 
the Bureau certain documents received by Dr. HEDWIG S. 
KUHN, Hammond, Ind*, from the above-captioned individual 
on the letterhead of "American Opinion" and from the John 
Birch Society, Belmont 78, Mass., both of which are 
endeavors of this individual* The John Birch Society was 
described as an organization of Americans voluntarily 
joined together to (1) Combat more effectively the evil 
forces that threaten our country, our lives and our 
civilization; (2) To prevail upon fellow citizens to start 
pulling out of the deepening morass of collectivism and to 
climb to higher levels of individual freedom and responsibility; 
(3) To restore with brighter lustre and deeper conviction, 
the faith-inspired morality, the spiritual sense of values 
and the gloriously humane traditions of which our Western 
civilization has been built* The long range objective of the 
Society has been summarized as less government, more 
responsibility, and a better world. Continuing, the document 
states that the John Birch Society was founded by WELCH at 
a meeting in Indianapolis on 12/9/58 and has working chapters 



2, 



BS 100-32899 



in six states and additional chapters are being formed every 
week* Its immediate goal is 1j500 working chapters for 
12/31/59* The home chapter maintains contact with members 
and coordinates and their activities entirely by mail. 
There are home chapter members in about 20 states and the 
list includes many of the most influential and highly 
regarded men and women in the country. 



bo 
b7C 



No further action is being taken on this matter 



at Boston, 



3. 



* 



* * 



Director, FBI 12/2/59 

SAC, Knoxville (100*0) 



ROBERT H. WELCil, JR. 
Belnont, lfts*ftGhu»ett«; 

The JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY,/* - - v *7 ■• / °, ^ 
Belmont, Kaataohusetta 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 



Referral /Consult 



Enclosed for the Bureau and the Boston Division 
are copies of a report received by the Kraaac ville of flee which 
.report 1b riatftri November 10. 1959. frmn the I I 




<4 | I It is reported that the organisation h*& All 

^ its aims the defeat of "the Comunist~run United Nations, 
w stoppage of aid to foreign countries and the fighting of 
Coamuaist organisations, It is also alleged that one 
"objective is that of opposing unions f especially that 
headed by Walter Reuther", Referral/consult 



The Bureau's attention is invited to 






1 



No investigation is being conducted of this 
organisation by the Knoxville office and the above is being 
forwarded to the Bureau for information purposes. 



2 * Bureau (Ends, 2) (Registered mil) 

t - Boston (End* 1) (Info) (Registered Mall) 

1 - Knoxville 
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IRvn vwi 
Ail Informal Review 



Belmont 78, Massachusetts 



\ ■ § 



ThT Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department ©IF Justice 
Washington, fr. C. 



lias 



\m expressert Wirilfir 

or zeai forbear anti-u>mBiunist efforts. 

states that for approxiaately l ~l years 

mrmoTKm within the Oomcunist P arty, as an informant 
for the F. B^f;.J I revealed this fact 06 

nen severing all connection with the 



i 



ufctaunist mm?. 

If it is petiti* for yott to tell us, we should like 
wrv ntich tti hnv* a pp nf irteation of denial fron you °t 
and the favor would be nuch appre- 



ciate©;-, 
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SLva. 



mMJm 



Sincerely, 

/s/ Robert Welch 
Robert Welch 
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B«|i>nt 78, «M#«dwittt» 

iNwir ilri- titter ;• ^; -.,, .=, : - 

tour Ittttr 4»f§& f>ec«ber J # I95fc» has iwrn 
recoif«d. 




[tfii;*a * c«»f Idotitial basis 



, , ms«t«d lit* his *tf*i©8*. 

,8* ¥»«, M»«v*r, Special Agent #f this BnretaK 



This HifomatioB should w»t *# <*m8tz*uaLiA 



. e jf*wwKWii ' unmet ':i>r : iwiH*t«ftiWi #? 

Sincerely y»*r», 

,?•• Edgar Hoove* 









I J5* Boston (enclosare) 
- '-$am. Franciscfo tenclostire) 



Johtj Ed*** Haover 

SEARCHER 



AlIKHTIffi ; SACa . gtm ten and Sai franc foe 

Enclosed is op$ copy of correspor*Jefil ■ s 
lication. 
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Pontatioii concerning Robert IBIIcli is contained in 
Paragraj&fol SAC Letter #-13J ; ; : ''-.v/;,..'?- ' 



Standard form no, 64 



' Office M.6M0fanduM • united states government 



to : SAC, Boston 
v FR oM : director, FBI (62-104401) 



subject: WSMT H. iOLCH, Jk. 

BjSLaON T , iiASSACHUS ^TTS ; 
TH3 JOW B|RCH S0CE3TY 
BjiiitlONT, SfASSACEUSSTTS 
IKFCl'i^TibN ' COtf CiiklllG 
(BTT-MAt SECURITY) 



Referral/ Consult 



ke Knoxville let dated 12/2A9 captioned as 
above enclosing copies[ I 



which rsport stated that in a tape of a speech "by tfelch 
which was played at the 10/21/59 meeting of the Jchn , 



Birch Society, Vfelcb made the statement that "he had 




SAC, Boston, is instructs 
and call his att&Mtion to the fact 
he^n apprised of his statement. Tfe 
to identify the "life time friena" 
concerning his having access to the 
ifelch should be advisee that due to 
of the Bureau's files his statement 
an erroneous impression by people h 



a to contact .Welch 
that the Bureau has 
Ich should be advised 
and to furnish specifi 
files of the Bureau, 
the confidential natu 
is erroneous and crea 
earina the statement • 
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tes I 



noxville (100-0) 
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DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FR0H 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE Ql~3li~2Q12 



7ED FR0H: (J 
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FBI — BOSTON 4 f 
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SAC, Boston 

Re: Robert 1. ffslch, Jr., Belmont, I&ssacbusetts; 
The John Birch Society, Belmont, Massachusetts 
Information Concerning (Internal Security) 

62-104401 



Ee should be advised to have this statement deleted from 
all copies of the tape recording of his speech incorporating 
the statement and to refrain from making such a statement 
in any form in the future. This matter should be handled 
promptly and the Bureau immediately advised of the results 
thereof. 

It is noted that the Boston Office is in possession 
of i'/e left's business and residence addresses ♦ 
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DIRECTOR, FBI {62-101^01) 



12/22/59 



SAC, BOSTON (100-32899) 



ROBERT H. WELCfi, JR. 
BELMONT, MiS^CHUSETTSj 
THE JOHK BIlfCH SOCIETY 
BELMDNT, MASSACHUSETTS 
INPORMATIWi CONCERNIliO- 
( INTERNAL SECURITY) 



.::$ 



^ft ~M^ 



Um^ 



Rebulet dated 12/16/59* 



On 12/21/59 f accompanied by SA | ^J I Inter- 
viewed Mr* ROBERT B* WELCH , JR* at the office of ,f American 
Opinion," 385 Concord Avenue, Belraont, Massachusetts* I 
explained to Mr* WELCH that It had come to our attention 
that a tape of a speech by him Which was played at a treating 
of the John Birch Society at Knoxville, Tennessee, on 10/21/59 f 
reportedly contained a statemsnt that "he had access to the 
files of the Federal Bureau of Investigation through a life* 
time friend Who was acting as an advisor to the Bureau**' 
Mr* WELCH immediately denied this, stating he was sorry but there 
was apparently a misunderstanding and under m clrcxrastances did 
he make such a statetaent as it would be completely erroneous* 

Mr* WELCH suggested that in all probability the inforenation 
received by the FBI pertained to a statement he had saade con- 
cerning his association with J* B. MATTHHtfS as contained on 
pages 160 and 161 In his book entitled, "The Blue Book of 
The John Birch Society* w Mr. WELCH furnished a copy of this 
book which Is forwarded herewith as an enclosure • The state- 
ment 1& question, which starts with the last sentence on page 
160, reads as follows! 

^And while of course I can inake laistakes too, I know 

from the way uiy opinion of various characters, formed 

entirely Independently » has then proved to coincide 

with the opinion of J* B* Matthews, time after time 

when I have had a chance to check with him, that I 

have a fairly sensitive and accurate nose In this area* 



Enclosure 
Registered Hail 

LLLsml 
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"And of course I also hav; the benefit of J* B**s files, 
almost Incredible memory, and Judgment built out of 
long experience, to lean on whenever I wish.® 

Mr. WELCH advised that the information as contained in f, The 
Blue Book of The John Birch Society 11 had been recorded by him 
and copies of these recordings had been played in various parts 
of the country in connection with the activity of the John Birch 
Society* A copy of the pertinent tape was played back and the 
wording contained in the tape was identical with that in "The 
Blue Book of The John Birch Society* n Mr. WELCH said that on 
occasions he also has referred to fl J*B* H (MATTHEWS) as a "life* 
long friend #" 

Mr* WELCH said that at the present time there are John Birch 
chapters in fifteen different states* He said he is probably 
looked upon as Being tf odd n as he has given up a good business to 
work on a project in which he firmly bel ^*™ * ** unffrh r\n /vwinp nsation* 



)] Httir ft ii idrffh r\r\ /vwinp naation. ^ 
Mr. WELCH said he had considered having] arrange 

for a meeting between the Director and nimseix out, mowin g of 
Mr* HOOVER 1 s many responsibilities, has not made such an attempt 
as he felt the Director is too busy with his many duties. No 
commtnt of any nature was made to Mr* WELCH in this connection* 

For the information of the Bureau, the office of "American 
Opinion, n of which Mr. WELCH Is editor and director, is located 
on the first floor of an insurance building near Belmont Square, 
Belmont, Massachusetts* Eight persona, both male and female, 
appeared to be engaged in typing In this room* Mr* WELCH also 
has the use of a shipping room in the basement which contained 
a considerable amount of pamphlet material. Three employees 
were working in the shipping room. Two additional employees 
were also observed in another office room which is apparently 
used for the purpose of interviews and also to record the talks 
of Mr* WELCH. 

Since Mr* WELCH has specifically denied making any statement 
indicating access to records of the FBI either in person or by 
tape recording, no further action is contemplated in this matter. 



•* 2 ** 



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 ^V 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



TO 



SAC (100-32899) 



date: 1/15/60 



FROM 



SUPV. P. M. CONNORS 



subject: ROBERT H. WELCH, JR. 

Belmont, Massachusetts J 
THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
Belmont, Massachusetts J 
INFO CONCERNING 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) 



On 12/21/59, ROBERT H. WELCH, JR. made available a 
copy of The Blue Book of The John Birch Society which 
is being made an exhibit to the case for possible 
future reference. 
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68-104401 








Date: 
Tot 


V'tr ' 


'"9**$mt 



Beeember 81, 1959 



Referral /Consult 



John Edgar Hoover, Director 



uhjmtt Mtsmt B. VKLCH, JR. 

TBS JSMf BIRCS SOCISTT 
BELMOMt, MASSACHUSETTS 

IXfOMUtZOlt COMCEBMim 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) 



For your information an4 the completion of your 
files Welch was interviewed by Special Agents of this Bureau 
on Deeember 31, 1959, at which time he denied staking any 
eueh a statement and advised that none of hie taped speeches 
contain such a statement, Welch further advised the 
interviewing Agents that he has no access whatsoever to the 
files of this Bureau nor does he have any sources who have 
access to such files, 

1 - Best on (100-32899) 
1 - Knoxville (100-0) 
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SAC, H&f IOSK (100-0) 
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SAC, 




I (100-32899) 



ROBERT/ WKLCH 

m - c 



ft Mew York letter to Boston dated l/lB/60 captioned 
a aborts 

For the Inforaatlon of Mow York, R0BSR3F WEU^ Mentioned 
'In. git* letter la Identical with ROBERT H. VHLCH, JR. as 
contained in SACLET 60-5 (Section C) . 

Although the Boston Division aaintalne a file on WELCH, 
investigation la being conducted in accordance with 
•eaa Instructions. . - 
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lew York fc|0O-O) im) 
- Boston (IQfeaW) 
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(C) ROBERT H. WELCH, JR. - INFORMATION CONCERNING (INTERNAL 
SECURITY) ~ SAC Letter 59-13 (F) dated March 10, 1959. set 
out background data concerning Welch, a candy manufacturer 
of Belmont, Massachusetts, and his ant i communist campaign, 
Bufile 62-104401. Welch has written a manuscript entitled 
"The Politician," which is a vicious attack on the political 
life and beliefs of President Eisenhower. Welch has not 
published the manuscript but has had a limited number of copies 
printed which he has distributed or "loaned" to friends or 
individuals who he believed would be interested in its contents. 
The Bureau is in possession of a copy of it. Therefore, if the 
manuscript is offered to you for reproduction purposes, it will 
not be necessary to send copies to the Bureau. 

Welch also created an organization in Indianapolis, 
Indiana, in December, 1958, called "The John Birch Society," 
the long-range objective of which has been summarized as "less 
government, more responsibility, and a better world." Chapters 
of this Society are coming into existence in various parts of 
the country. The Bureau has received several inquiries concern- 
ing the Society and is In possession of a copy of "The Blue 
Book," which sets forth information on the Society. 

The above is furnished for information purposes. In 
the event a chapter of The John Birch Society is organized in 
your territory, the Bureau should be notified promptly and 
furnished a resume of the chapters activities. The Bureau is 
particularly Interested in any efforts by subversive elements 
to take over or use this Society or its chapters. No Investi- 
gation should be conducted. 
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Office MjdfUOYafldutJt • united states government 



TO 




SUBJECT: 



SAC, BOSTON 



SAC, NEW YORK (100-0>/ 



DATE: 1/18/60 



I ;,•/ 




Referral/Consult 



b^W£S. 



Attached herewith for your Information is one 



The files of this office do not contain any 
information which can be identified with WELCH, and this 
is being furnished for your information. 



-3 



# 



1/ 



,9-1 

1* *n 



/z 



2* Boston (Atts.2)(RM) 
T- Ne'w York (10090) 



jJS 



WPDtras 
(3) 







€ 



M& MfOBMArHOS? ©Of 





¥ 







>- : ' 4*^ 






5 fi* 




-3./ 



Indices Search Slip 
FD-160 (Rev. 6-11-56) 



« 



i 



TO: CHIEF CLERK 



Date 



Subject 


0t*4r.J 


&,A /j 




Aliases V 


Address 


Birth Date 


Birthplace 



Exact Spelling I [ Main Criminal Case Files Only 

All References I I Criminal References Only 

Main Subversive Case Files Only I 

Subversive References Only I 



□ 



Restrict to Locality of 



J Main Subversive (If no Main, list all Subversive References) 
J Main Criminal (If no Main, list all Criminal References) 



File fir Serial Number 


Remarks 


File & Serial Number 


Remarks 


/^-U.^,^,. : 


* d&gidL 






$<J ■ -£/r a £*> 


</ Pj> 








*& ^.sS. 






y *f w 


jr ^^ ■ 








































































































( 






Requested by 


Squad 


Extension 


File No. 


Searched by 






(date) 




Con&alLdat&d by 




(date) 


Reviewed by 




(date) 


File Review Symbols 

I - Identical ? - Not identifiable 
NI - Not identical U - Unavailable reference 







*$m 






DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FIOH: 

FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE 01-30-Z012 




/oc- 3-Zf9 c J'-33 






*5L> 



A- &&** 



~1T? ft # 



7 







&3% 




IRCH "SOCIETY 

MASSACHUSETTS „ , , i . 



To A Good American: ^A^ ^ / ?yC.' ■ * ''■'' 

The salutation is not genef an^aH©««i£Lu, 
have deiinitereasons Tor believing that you are a 
patriotic citizen, of good character and of good 
will towards other men and women who deserve 
it, or you would not be receiving this message. 
But to what extent you are willing to take action, 
to save for our children and their children some 
semblance of the glorious country and humane 
civilization which. we ourselves inherited, we do- 
not know. 





The John Birch Society is composed of people like 
■yours e'lf r"lt^aT"f 61TMH"^irDecembe r 97^ 9 5 87"m" 
Indianapolis, by this writer and a small group of 
outstanding men who had come from various parts 
of the country at my invitation for a two-day meet- 
ing. Youh ave probabl yjigard nothing about t hjL~ 
Society, because we avoid publicity as well as we 
can. This is not because there is anything at all 
secret about our activities, but because our whole 
purpose is to build strength. and understanding 
rather than create noise. 



But we now have full-time paid staff men, called 
Coordinators, and local working chapters formed 
and supervised by these Coordinatqr-s^-n-nMte--- — 
states. We also have a Home Chap'terf 'which 
maintains contact with its members and cpor^i^rrp 
nates their activities entirely by mail. TheYe / " ' ' 

- -- ft- 
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are already members of this Home Chapter in 
about twenty states, and the list includes many 
of the most influential and highly regarded men 
and women in our country. 

A word about our name is in order. John Birch 
was a young Christian missionary, from a farm 
near Macon,, Georgia, who was in China when we 
entered World War IL He joined Chennault's 
forces as a volunteer, organized Chennault 1 s in- 
telligence, rose to the rank of captain in the 
United States Army, and served with unsurpass- 
able bravery and brilliance throughout the war. 
Ten days after V-J day, while in uniform, on a 
peaceful and official mission for our government, 
he was brutally murdered in cold blood by our 

■™ ^aia^^9v'*^™*th^" , ChMfi^fl^©* jt ^^ You hav© 

probably never heard of John Birch, simply be- 
cause the Communists in Washington planned it 
that way. We believe that his short by outstand- 
ing and memorable life so typifies the best of 
America that We have named our organization in 
his memory,' ' 



Basically, The John Birch Society is a group of 
Americans who have voluntarily joined together: 
(1) To combat more effectively the evil forces 
which now threaten our country, our lives, and 
our civilization; (Z) to prevail upon our fellow 
citizens to start pulling out of the deepening mo- 
rass of collectivism, and then climb up the moun* 
tain to higher levels, of individual freedom and re« 
sponsibility than man has ever achieved before; 
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and (3), to re store , with brighter lustre and deep- 
er conviction, the faith -in spired morality, the 
spiritual sense of values, and the ennobling aspi- 
rations, on which our western civilisation has 
been built. The long-range objective, of the Society 
has been summarized as less government , more 
responsibility j and a better world . 

We are digging far. more deeply into the problems 
we face, however, and building far more solidly 
in our coordinated effort to overcome the destruc~ 
tive forces around us, than can be indicated in this 
letter. In order to explain, fully and clearly, the 
background, methods , and purposes of The John 
Birch Society i we have been holding two -day meet- 
ings of small groups of leading business men, pro- 
an-^-and-coivsejs^ativ^-seholaiTs , from ~ * 
all over the United States , regularly since last De- 
cember* The presentation made at Indianapolis, 
and'repeated at these meetings, has also been put 
on tape recordings, which are now being played 
back by our Coordinators to small local groups in 
many areas. 



But this same presentation is now available in a 
printed book, brought out quietly by ourselves be- 
cause w^^aye^iiQljK^ com- 

mercial publication* In this presentation we have 
attempted: (1) To outline the nature and the 
frightening advance of the threats against our na- 
tion, our religion, and our civilization; (2) to 
evaluate these dangers, and place them in their 
proper perspective, against the backdrop of world 



history and the rise of western civilization; (3) to 
set forth a positive philosophy and program to 
which men of good will, religious ideals, and hu~ 
mane traditions may rally with confidence and de~ 
termination; (4) to offer leadership which can 
make the dedication of such men and women more 
constructive and more fruitful; and (5), to describe 
in detail the organization, function, and procedures 
of The John Birch Society. 



The cost to ourselves for each of these books we 
mail out is approximately two dollars. And al- 
though we are not in the book-selling business, we 
believe that the financial solvency and soundness 
of our Society (which is incorporated as a non- 
profit educational corporation under Chapter 180, 
of the General Laws of Massachusetts) is a basic- 
requirement for progress. While the Blue Book 
of The John Birch Society is not for sale in any 
general sense-, therefore, it will be sent postpaid 
for two dollars to anybody who is invited to be- 
come interested in what we are trying to do, and 
how, and why> : And we shall be glad to have jkqH— 
consider this letter as such an invitation to your- 

Ei iw! XX i. t 



Sincerely, 



This letter 1 
suggestion of 



a bains: sant to you at the b 
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Office- Memorandum 




SAC, Boston 
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o UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

DATE: 1/19/60 



SAC * Pittsburgh (62-0.} 

THE JOHN BIRCH sAciETY 
Belmont 78, Massachusetts 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 






"Til 1 - 



m letter riaf.ed 1/q/finl 



Jr rnisned this 



office with a leaflet captioned "The John Bi^ch Society 9 
Belmont 78, Massachusetts/ 1 bearing a printe l signature 
of ROBERT WELCH, which she had received a fe days 
previously in the malls. 
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It is noted that this leaflet contains t yoin 
which states that the letter was sent to[ 
the suggestion of I 



on oa&e 
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our 
at 



The files of this office con tain no previous in formation 
nnnftftrnlngl IhowfiVfirJ 11b rRnnrtiftri 
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Jbb 
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The files of this office contain no informal on indicating 
that any of these organisations are known to be subversive 
in character. 

The files of the Pittsburgh Office are also . egatlve 
concerning The John Birch Society; however, nasmuch as 
this organization *«* lnftaf ^ w ^ fM ^ your ter Itory, the 



leaflet furnished by 
your office, 
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is being ,orwarded to 
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2 - Boston (Enc. l)(RM) ?> 
1 - Pittsburgh 

JTM/jep 
(3) 



DECLASSIFICATION* AUTHORITY DEMISED FROM: 

J? Jo X JHkLI i Ulx^ 1 X w aJ sit Kt XtjfttO q X J? X LA JL X U S.4 L^U XlJ Ji 

DATE 01 -30-2012 '?1J-' 





t 



r^^ U 









7) 



/&0~& ^£*9f-~3<f 



Indices Search* Slty*' 
FD-160 (Rev. 6- 11-56) 



• 



t 



TO: CHIEF CLERK 



Date 



Subject 



Aliases 



Address 



Birth Date Birlh^aee 






lMctin Criminal Case Files Only 
J Criminal References Only 



I Restrict to locality of 



Exact Spelling L 

Ail References L ^^ 

Main Subversive Case Files Only I I Main Subversive (If no Main, list all Subversive References) 

Subversive References Only I [Main Criminal flf ne Main, list all Crimin.I References) 



File 6 Serial Number 



Remarks 



File & Serial Num^r 



Remarks 



/a- 3 2^9?-" 



M 



'■£•" ■Tiyv'ryuftga. 



fE^^^M 



i l: 



MXki 'Hi 



Requested by 



Squad 



tfi l " 



Extension 



File No. 



Searched by 



(date) 



Consolidated by 



(date) 



Reviewed by 



File Review Symbols 



m (date J 



1 - Identical 
NI - Nat identical 



? - Not Identifiable 

U - Unavailable reference 



fr 



**& ','* -Mmtct or i 










iJJCL«jCn«JmHC^HHLwCm 



I 



1CTBF 
tha TJtdt 




|Boato* ftilTT^ltTf BsaJS&ii^lha i*Harfia«ad # 



H«*dq(Mp**r», Raft** III, lGo^h CIC 'Ora*** ftoator, imy 
aUi torerxMMt* &Mre* «|irtad aofcrtantlallj' a* foil win 



In Juaa 1^ », [ 



■w* 



Boston T in an T forC W- 
Sourer sooka with^ 

Qf m§ Amnion 




tflaitad tha Jot 



rrTaTTTlWEafc 




rr»»«»TB- 



Itott Straat, 

Stctiw 



he 



1 a u^ gas tad that aha contact Kr# 

"Con 




] 



Haldi, vtw 
f under tha 

li tha 
?wnadf gratia* 









H*5- 



*aInUina offices at 335 Concord iTJfljjfc piliiirinT „ Hu 
iu*a of ROBERT WELCH, tJOOftPOmigD > | | * Vatad 

adltor of JUaarlcan Opinion, a mmUiAf ouBtlcauoft ifcloh 
monthly, to the Conmiltt#* 

ha aao*rt«i»d fli* m 

a Colonist J 

I ,.„,,, | a»%iU^# tmuMM Qammam* mgjIKMlWin tiftt ail 

^raana ara a till Xtila at boart and, than*fora t afiti^*Ba*§iifc* Walcfa 1b- 
forMd Sows* that *♦ Jofaa Mr* 3«l^j *aa fou^ 1* l*fo tmt bad baan 
ralatiy aly lnactlya »Btll Jarmarr 19S9 f rtian he ai fca *ora ti*a 

to It, I | tha cfftoa of tfc * Hilli^, *iich la 

locatadTa tha ba«a*aaft At 3CB Cancord Iraoua, BalwaWtij J 




maUHal ^b II ah ad by tfaMy 
of tha timo 




ig doiJitC 



The* ~oc&tty Al&ml baaa« raaliy mUy« imtlilfcriary 1959, 

«*£t^;OfcMl eouatiy club, laMr'unkMtfp* la ' , *l g *mt» 
na w«ra iitrltod to thla laM+lnfci all oi w-'om vor* 
to tht *?t^-tarit*tio«i. Waljfcr-*^%h* ^»l*JBS«tr 
«€h i in^ -^t eishtjwura and u*a tfnoh'a evalua^ 




&ppro*. 

ap&ft*?ad tj 

for thla ooctiio; , H 

tloB of i tha CoBwunift* ^ll^ 1 " *' 

ha*-d a tapad raeordfftflf #f A ttK ^^ ^ 
tha length of tha Upe, »i> i^arf » 
aaalaitatioiu thla Beat/Tg wa«/a bid 
Sociaty, ^wd tho^a'i^aTit war/* gl^ 
aubalt*, if tn^^^Wi Tha ^awban 






<Vrat#a. aad t^a aiaad for an cr^an- 
ataa Jftroat th^B *an*ca* zour.oe *!«••" 
(^jyrl^aiii^liirir bii i -If lea ^ aiBty.-^jgfv 

i*^r aa*y 





nAip bla^Jia to -amapl^f 
tro* thla B^|Mi^. 



^^mMW 



r "^ 1 



: ^r 






m f FIQIAL USE W 



i. 



r/f .* rrru or * 




■$i*%P*;. 



?8 f Mm i 




* mnmat* 






to Scire*. All flits 

research awiUKrial 



PTWMtfl S3»l 



**ploy*d *§ 




teolity and nctiTM *.■ Mu9T7 






now juiong uiftff* 




#*a2&iit^*"* 



j Jk ^^TP Jfcn*^^^ « * V # *^4r ^ ^^0 ^Ir^P W ^F^ ~^PPWP^ ^F A ilk vMHMf^ iBHP ^r Jk I 




MmmmmmmmJEm 






:#'■■ 



«rr^a am fj"g>^ frit Qfftw, Hf ii not • 



tor of tfe# 






" U f^ lff cf^ "- 



TTWTTr; ■^tafTi i 



Uvfaai 

mm) 1ft 
JmUtt* **" 





Hill 






13Et o&t&LaM mt po*itn 

__!..- - - ■ J*— |,<Pl|«l« 

urausKrUn 



ProWttaftt «har*b in Balneal. 



"1 iiottU flyapaUqr KMtti U» feelvty, *ad 



<«rttlj «GprMs«d tt So*nw tar ttaUlw for tht S*«l«ty, 




b7C 



fr CfffftlPWtl 









■V.tt*'-- 



:mmmm^3 




nm of tha Libarty I/*rty, 9m Fraaeiaca, CaJlf«a*ia, itlMW axtraraaly 
vitriolic in ita arltiolaii *f Praaidant £i$*&feamr ftor l£a Alagad prt>~8agro 

and pro**5awiiti!iat 

T?* ' v Hirch Saaiaty *aa Ram«d in honor of Jafco Mrafa, an A*arieaa 
R*3ti*h mi»*ionary, who v*a killad, according to *lch f fcf.lha Qiiaeaa 
Conunl«tS) on ?5 Augiat WliS* A bao*> Wntitlad f *Th# tt?» Of John 8irch% 
written by Wtolc*, vaa pufcliafeaa i» 1?& tty th# Hilary R*f»«ry Company • 

Tfce aUmU aim of th« S#*iai) 1* td Wco*# a tui*4 j)«»UU«a1 party 
In tha Unltad Statas and, avmtuaUy, ml* of tha cowatw. IW* ia to ba 
acooapliah^ by unitlnc iU aati-Co»iat orgai*ia*Ua«« a* i»*twiiiala 
undar tha leadership of tha John Firch Society* Sourea ooold net cita •pacific* 
m conc«mi tha progra* of avolutian into a politic*! foroa* 



3 tha Scoiety it pr*a*titly orraniaart into 
th a total *a*ba*«fclp of 1200 persona* 



According to 

approximately 3£ atparat* ciiaptcra 
Soure* ia personally auara of tfea axlatarica of cfcaptara in lal»:*nt aod Boatoa, 
but h*a seen ccrmapondw»atf fro* chapter a ia Chicago, Illiftoiat .Satf Tork City, 
ami trnkncwn citiaa In California and Florida* 



be 

b'7C 



Each chAptar la raqjuirad to hav^ a waakly M*U*fl* -*hieh ia halo in 
tte ho*a of tha shftpttr laartar. In BtlMtat, tht maatiat i* «■ ftairaday, ia 
tha baa* of I DLacuacipn is avp p c a ad t* tmtm ^Jtn^A tka Waately 

B^llatiDi w bice xi itntafa t and aditad by(Mleh f paraaoally, aad aailad to 
aaeh afaaptar* A tapad rapnxfectioti of tlU apaach &«to fey ML oh, at tha organ- 
iaation moating in January 1959, ia m hmS in aach abater* Thia tap*, aix 



hoxara in leivnt , !i 



vhactarar tha ch^ptar racairaa a itqpaat for a apa&ker. 



Normal proc*<!ura ia to dirida tha apaacn into thra* saaalaa* of two boura aach, 
Tha tapad apeach ia a*ad bacaaaa Valet d«a Wt daai» iad$*14u*l Sociaty 
maabara to raaka *pa*«baaj tfcap amly «aka ii)t i i * ia t a rj tain ifc i and «aa«ar 
quaationa aftar tha tap* haa baao haard* Sociaty ia*abaa* «r» ta ha aifcavk to 

mad buainaaa >ontacta* Ualoh Btrwtmm contact with CatiniJlt orga^satlif* 
badauaa, although a ft^tMlant Mwaalf , ha faala t^t tint Catholia 
ia aora Militant Ia ita artaftd a^aiBat Comwalm\ Tha imiMmx to 

praaaotaticai# A paarly «f intarMiad peraoea ia oaua^Jy bitU at t: * ho^ia of 
ona of tha cowt*aa» a wi« aftas a briaf dia<jt*aaioii # tbna tMfiwt acaach it pra^ 
t^ntad»| laf tka Baatnci oh«otar f ia particularly attiva \n 
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organising these sheetings. Response to the initial imo-hw aeaeion determines 
whet*ia;r meetings will be held te preeent the two lemsl fling 1^10-kottr semeions. 



No notes or other method 0* f*productian ere permitted mt : | 
Scores Xd unetiere of Any premontations bein^ *iade to me* 
either -*4iTldujelly er Im groups; howetari ir. Auj^uat or 
^poke m$ the Harvard drib, Hew tort City, and $<»iree reeoU 

tc if? retired a art ane active duty U# S# krmy gener*! of fi 
called* Source does* not know whether they attended or net a 
i^aat una previous sceaking appearance at the harvard Club 
detail* unknown* 



meetings* 

military* 

1*5* # Mtieh 




$TOJ»CT m**e *t 
tn INm Terit City, 



Parsers who show interest in talcing active parti Lotion ut enti- 
Colonist activity, after attending a taped session, are g'kmm the opportunity 
to join the Society. Source ia unaware of *n? ap#cifle JirNjUgitiona *on~ 
due ted on new imt'frs, out le aver* that inquirlee are mad*, e* a person*! 
basis, throw fh social contacts* k new member is give* a mittMjwa^p cart ettd 
ai^na a Tvqaeet for membership. Members pay $? \mr month ifce**| however, those 
who can af f ord u f pay more, feefe chapter leader ia require* ie eotaait a 
monthly report to Secirty Beadqoertarfc, cover ing moatiSttS, imjiberahip, tad 
tirtiriHea ,Th«r«s m-ort* are all maintain by| I 



and reporta all pertinent in^-rmfiti 






Welch haa prepare a so-calLe*} *hlK% Book* whieh ia ft* outllme of 
; 15 taped speech, hut *hicto ii much w* awtrate ia if opprsMh, to the 
extent of the ':,om,,.nx$% pemttlmUon of the nited States ^ffip^j 9too* if 
ir intsnded for aala te the general public. As of Septemb^lPJSy, t 
had not been printed. 



tma book 



U the ti*e c?' the vlAit to the United States by ctofltt Premier 
Khrushchev t tm*$ruetioft£ a* te how Society x^aber* should sel» apeciflca 

unknown, mr€ fw»t out by *lch, together with black arm bajjda, tfiieh nmre 
to U- vcth by Society members for the duration of ttmebetaev f a Tiait. 
So'irce r^arc oia-i:aaic;ne aa te the possibility of ehootimc tifuhch**, but 
rlceetr, 9 t believe th«it the oomreraanti ware actually serious in their Intents 



.foe 
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It is olanned that a moving pict^rt* of MLofe f ji neemi m hie apeech, 
will be made and tttiliaed im 11m of the taped tertian* Wl* hee «tit*<l that 
1 20,000 has been pledged fer this purooae. ^twe plame mlam call for the 
eeteblisiwnt o r reading moms comteimnf anti-Co«w»lft llimrmtirt to be own 

to the genera ^LU # All chapter a have been requlfmd fa «MMlt "*^ * ^ — 

potential re -.-i*rt^ of iritten material from the Society 

- •*■.<!, acttflUee outline ahove, Source 1* v\ 
, 4 ertaicen by the jctxi Mrch 3ocl|1|r^ 




a«*** 
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16 Ptooahir 1959 






t **«>rr t* *mm** 



tit r.t flee of tin 



orobably accvs#| 




Blreh society y I 

F »o# /an PIT I)» So«rt>0 did aot [ 
f tinea h« i- euapicicroa of o**ryona, ho nouin 
tfc *tt»* torn** uiUrior aotllt li ' «14L 



B*Ca ;s>e of 



"" T -o th * offio# of R08BET WELCH, IhC^ORKXUTCCi to crfNlao Welch's filed 
o f r 



*ai<*o fro* Welch t othor «f>loyao* of tfc# Corporation varoi 

1 



u£ 



1 



rotiriint' \d 



fcad hai boon vtth nt» 



i 



I who 

Tit Ms 



■• O E » 



tjort -telch, who iktot clerical work 



___j__^ 



:r — 

Hy anai 



gpoixioflco xor mo ^rvQT&non* \ , fig 
anawarliig a wiiptp«r adTrortiaoaonT' 



a^ 



■nifYyenTT 
L*ieh 



Othor osrwna know to bo assc&atod nith BOBRT WUM P INCORPORATED 






« 



1 



locatad in — . 

* talary, hollared to bo mp pdnoxiiot^ljl 

*f dltior. to Welch *tv>nao 

w*rt dictate d by written 

I | *»3 net airod| 

\;>lcfc*a cmbli cat lots tnerlooa Opinion 

-■—■■■■ n iiMi n aw * " 11 — — * 




V ooolirof 
par yt&r , rxm \tml&7 l« 

b**t Dow* ooaaoatarioa 
fast that Welch tffti 

]ror 



^* an 



|« + or*- ■ :■ Oaanuniat 

* ? rnl«MH Optmia mucn O! 

*t :->e*~ ;n American O pla i oo aro ofititieJ, 



iiitl 
rponoT 



I formerly »«sr*loyod by 

■>i;MM»J. 11 J T or Am erican Opinio n 

ImL*i:> itiinbia m^iaaau HiinitM 1 iiiuipjocT* 

f>X B t.L^e"Tn| pkioh 



in unkaovn ratirod 0* S* iray general* atoo oota aa a Lobby a* 
Congroaft, raproaoatiiif WolohU riowa. Thia g antral rooidai in Hh ah1n g*o» ami 
i* on fcfcloh'a payroll* 

Welsh alao ootttritmiod towar^r d«fr«yittf oxpaaooa xcicurrod tf 

n -iionaXly-knoitt radio ooaa<mtator FVit,oa L^-iis, Jr* (Ccmtihnod) 

■■■■■■^■ii- 
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16 '&c«*ib*r 1959 





aons who «^y b# 
oriou* di^g 
a to th* 
ar* obtained 
«K*hang* of 
d*t«ll* wfcaoim* In 
Waltb r*c#l?«* material 



Th* *csiUly *agasin* Aaarltan Q pislcn , f>ubliah*d iy ROBERT ifeLCh 
T*00PPOR A TE> # ?ri*t* tight thooaaad cop£s nont^ly, ^p»nH|Ht»lT half of which 
ar* oaid for ^>ibwtticKtf#tt« Th* fender ar* *all*d 
int#r««Ud # A amall wMfcir ar* diitritataa by r-arid Boafi 
storas aod othar ator** ^b*r* **£a*ln*a are sold for g 
public* laauaa ar* »*i&id to pro*p*Otiv* cuatomwa who** 
t*irotftgh th* John £Jtr*h 3o*l*ty f oth*r ttalch sympathii*ra, 
nailing liata with othtr tDtlttfYwnnlit rmKMntlnnt 

fro« | I of th* ataf f of th* i at* U» S* S*a*tor 

Jpaepft McCarthy, Ubart C. W»rt***y*r f 0*iwral> USA retir«<0 aj&d fr*qu*atly 
r#t#ir*a aat arial from th* offl** of 0, 5+ S*nator Barry Goldvator* Scares 
b*li**#* that | [ i* on Haleh'a payroll* 

Ifeloh «ditt all astftrlal *pp*aring in th* magaai^* aad itrit** May 
artiel** hi***lf • In addition tc th* magazine, tfalch pufcUafctd mnr p**pfel«ti 
which «r* «i*tribut*d ftr#* and *old through advertiaomant* In A* *rioaa Opinion . 
Scrare* caa nrcall two* "Rtport of J*»«rican Par Association* *nd Hfh y FoopI* 
b 1 1 m i r i M iiii i i u 1 ■ i it i3omre» partioularly recalls th* lattar fet*******] 

a aagati** p«bliah*4 by a Jairait pobltahiag 
,phl*t* 






tfiica uaiefc oopios ft: 

sonre*« 



a 01 



Th* tttlch paapfclat does not iodioftt* It* 



ar* iic am 

<<iyid*d into toctloo* ntt a* Ccmuniftft tut Goy*ra**i*t f 
UWr, *ic* th*** ftl*# atf* il*o diridad into f*ogr*phle«l 
includ* m*% of th* oomiflM of th* world *nd m*«y or 

country and throu$x>ut th* norld* 



p £ducatiOtt| 

mm to 
In tfci* 



&xt«a*iT* f il** ar* «aintain*d on leading political* military, and 
bu*in*aa le*d*r* of th* w>rLd. Typical **Xi*tioaa und«r ttrt* *#*tiott of 
Cc«vuni*ti ar** U S* Sana tor John K*i**4y* Q*n*ral of tka Axmira Goorgt C* 
Marshall, d*o****d f far*w Pra*i4*nt Harry S« !rm* and |M#Uii B« Roo^vali^ 

Th* natarial for th*a* fil** la aelact*d, by 
and ^atanal r*cei«d fro« Tarlou* aourcaa, to incl\id*^ 
izm'jaar^)!* nmwpapar*^ both do«**tic and fcreiga» I 
fii#» ia d*vot*d to anti-Coarmniat organia^tlon^ and Mtt 
3+ Edgmr Ho»*r f Harbart Hoorer, H*rt>«rt Pblltrick aad 

\>lch uaas th* file* for raaaarcfa ttatarial wh*a^ ar*pari*g : 'i|'!>p**«h «r Mti%lMr 
ar, articl** 

te (C*(*t|***d) 

^■ i- i j i ■ «* » .. ■ — »'?-^^' 
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H tf«-., l M>w U ..»i.»« n ■*». H.'j UM IIlI f * " I jg jJ fo 



* *iK,** C* rtttQMG.% 



•^ I fi..^ 1 ' ■' " 



0li'-e«te»t tht'ccnin* ▼**! 



Secret- hearx: 

?100tOOO# Tr; - «-^n«v i#i» went' *gf /th* C'»niitt*# Ag 
yhitb't i* - .tr^tt^ «rtir*||r *f *lc% .* c*rt*inly 
MaCH of tM$ *!«lJk*M ap*»V.in Aill*&4£t r^trsoaptr adF«i 



wtinst t.i* v. .?. -f thr«££*fe#* and urtin^ the public tfl Bttfitlrt lhf,lr ^PaTM.! 



Trsrrsf» : Ol 



r : — 7? 

i£al "ricV» lift th» :3 



* I I to MtaViish a &4aic 1M 

**int*inec in tii* £u* or -utft candy conrr/. 
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tetftngltDKtnt ? f 
►tt agitating 
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JM3EHT REPORT 



C* V,**'" c* * ^£0* 






T i ii ' ■ 'i i mm iiwowiiiiiiii** !■« ■ ■ ■■ " ■■ 

TJt Dace* or i?~* 



.i «***<# r»*o*i« 



OHFI4LI WMtt* 



*W3fl 



^, 



frK*f V'tWfgg) T*t ftl«« of Uw following aganc-Loa wire checked 

concernlDfl I aourca of information oorxerolflf S**Wn6CT f on 

d*i#3 ahowV. with roauxx* irmtatMi 



1? t*c#*fc>sr 19*9 
>ar 19f9 



Kaaaaataaotta Board of Probation ft 
Beaton, ffaaaaahuaotta 



Of IdantlficiMo??. 
Boa ton* MM«*ehu»tt« 



%) Record 



No teconi 



rvposlLorv for All 



AOFYPS *M3YESt Tba Kaaaaehopatif Board of Profeattin ia a oontral 

aord* of arraat w*ucb result in conrtation In tha Coiwooweaith 
of Hiaaachaaatta. Hocorda of arrosts for drnnkannaaa and wm* minor traffic 
violations wiinb. do oat roanlt ir comiatlor: an* raeordad fir oowrt rafarano*, 
Haaaachu^«tts law lorblnda tba diacloeor* of arrest or a«MiOtioD records for 
ffanaaa coraaittad prior im m individual's savantaootlt MrtfacUy. 
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Pwptrlnr As**,, 



Kimttt, .,.| 
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DATE 01-30-2012 "■ L * 1LA TIOW UUIDE 



. Complaint Fo 
' 'FD-7l'( 10-2O- 




* 



* 



Note:- Hand print nasties legibly; handwriting satisfactory for remainder. 



Subject's name and, aliases 



£ybj^pt r s nam* i 



sj0#tf jB/tft^ 






*<$?' 






Race 



Afle. 



$«x 



Male 

Female 



Height- 



Weight * 



Address oi;fc\ibJect ,, ..' /j 



Character ot case. 



5V^:-" (2 



Co&plairiahtjjs 'address «id 

hi fiifiil^^iti^n^iiimi^ihtitiriiiii I >■ 



Hair 



- 



Complaint received "" ! _''*■■ 
L_J Personal l_j^) Telephonic 
Time .^jifc 4@„^pM. 



3ate 



Eye* 



Build 



Completion 



y 



date and Birthplace L „ 



Scars, marks or Oilier data 






mm' m®h%sm 




Facte o£ complaint 



yo€^C€^^t^ Jcie^uc^ <£$*&%*£, ^ft-^h^^ *&*c^£if^ +*&&&€£££ 



' aJ^e^^az^^ *t%< ■^■'^H 
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/&£>4p*h^e4C ^*&**$&~w*c <JzL><u^ \ ^1^ ^>t^L^ 
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DIBICTOB, IBI (62-0) " J_ fMgpiff ^^'1006: 

SAC, Hit BATW ( 






"f fff j«wb Bti re ft jflff-IlTT" 

"ahucak orarioir 

. llgiGBMATIOll GOMCBBIZNG (INTERNAL SBCBBlff)' 



Incloeed 'for 'tba Bureau and Boeton are autaetat 
copiee a* * poateard captioned "ittf ABAT :- B.8.A. - Tba 

of f l ee by | 
| | Battf* BtttlMMi Buraau. f fc' balaf MM tut tbl* card 

^W^ateagbed at Ha rtford, finite tieut, and addraeaed to 
1 laa w»ld»aaof the Battar Baaloeaa Bureau. 

JM win be no tad, thle card iadie*te# it ie copyrighted I960 
by Aaerieas Opinion, Beleont 78, Maseacaueette. 

Ae the Bureau iaa been previoataly advieed, a 
chapter of the Jtthn Birch Society exlete lit Hartford, Conn., 
and it appear* that tbia mailing amy have bean haadlad by 
tba lartford chapter. 

' Thle ie for the iuforaatloa of tba Bureau and tba 

Boeton Off tea. 



2 - Bureau (Beeloaure - 1) (HI), >;_ 
JL* Boeton OWoioaure - 1) <BH)>^ W 
T - lev Ba*aa (62-0) 

H*:FGM 
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DATE 01-30-2012 
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Director, F3J 



s»*c, rotrolt (100-J793M 



JOHN BIF Clh^ (.ISTY 
IS • J 



Harch 3, I960 
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To Detroit letter to 3ia*eau f lebm^ry 16, 1060, and! 
S/X Latter 60-^(c), January 2^ t I960, 

The follovirp aoc'itlonal information ro^arclln r optioned 
Society has cone to the attention of the Detroit Office, 



appeared at the Detroit {UTJco on rBorUL-ry ?3, lVbO, 
and adasod that he had written a loti^vi in th« nmtlnnftrt 



i 



Society at Belmont, MaseachiujottG* on . 

request in?" a coimr nf 1-bn *' T> r1nn r, nnlc r published by the "oclGty# 

Jio said that od „ I hfi r» 

tF 



307k 11 a lonr> \jlth a letter T 

<#r Mr inquiry, tro xorrer 



MMLniiMiiMyMU 



, , t h an) d n ~ 

Jalso told 



tviat t'oere were two ,1 nr r 1 (?■ r *> tnrfi nf . the, Mm *f,r Qh 



jBo^ ■ Sufciftiifai in r et rol t and tbnt[ 



Q fQ ^ tKft Sftfi^ty* 'W copy o 

(ft ' tiafl cieai^Ha W f ot] a* Detroit. 

XT i 1' ,, ' , . . __ 



-ua&l 



lotto** 



] 



at 



I , lTTfr*iyrfl that 1^ v;p,fl fm^rjenUY nut^t*^ 

Jst >te<3 th at he \msj 
a chan^ — -****-- - - 



JtoldL 




a local chapter of the c >, ; ;rc 1 o ne rt xo c le t y # , r w A v , , b6 

thot one of fte main objectives of the society was t^ ^ct aa j^ 

a pflftsrare -Toun to oppoae the enactment of federal^Ls&islation 

opposed to the opinions And beli efs oi th* Society. | | 

said that he first told | It hat be would like to join add 

t^M lihffr r' - ^^ wether ship fee which was for o*e year* However, 
as | [ continued to talk with him a t greate r length, he 

changed his mind about_thfl_Sof iety and I I retucncd-bio 

$2,00 membership fee, | | said that the wore I spoke 

to hiii about the aocieTyTTn^ Huapicioua of the taanyrthe 
Bociety were aroused and he begaa to feel that it was perhaps 
a Coaraunist front organisation. It was this latter fear tJxat 
caused his* to change his thought about joining the Society* 

2 - Bureau (RKGISTKRED) 

1/- ?3ostou <Inf o) CRB&ISTKRED) 

I m Detroit 

(4) lllWWlK^ 




DE CLASS IF 1 CAT I 01 AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION SUXDE 
DATI 01~30~£01£ 
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hlHS 100-37034 



no was toTnrrnaT 



recalled that in his dlscuaslaaj£ii& II 



Chapter Uuaber 60 a*«ts at l Ih Fesideace 

on Sundays, although he did not anew the frequency of tfcsse 
nestings. He also added tlsat he had initially wrl%t*m to the 
Society because of literature thal%> *had receive from the 

tae Society and which 

adftrpgi in fff liwmt, 

that he isL 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 



"Aaerican Opinion" which commented 
address Is Id eate* i wi th the Ecaioty 

liliBfl 1 1 fl » I MxraJj inod that he Is l I 

f Ud said that i* thinking back about 



una socloty it was, he felt, hio duty to taring thlo laioroation 
to the attention of the FBI. 



Thn lartlfium of the Detroit Office iadlcat® that 



3 



wis & Sourco of In* 






».itin of th< 



tf 



i 



Detroit office until she was discontinued is 
because of the aon pertinent nature of the information she could 
furnish and the lack of regular contacts fey her with sources who 
could furnish ahre Yaluahlfl,„ l ,ia:Znr,rui,t,ion,. I 



c 



lafomAtic 



j>a© developed as a source ox 



leer voluntary contact with the Detroit 
At that tliio she told the interview!!: 



fee 

b7C 
b7D 



Hit had 4ult bediuAA sitfi BMIWfifl fh6 oVgaUlZHlo.1 WIS a 

♦'leftist group". She also indicated to the Interviewing Agent 
that she was strongly anti-Coauaunist in her feelings. 



[ 



Ion February 



SmUt 

raai 



gdP" 
r 1^7 



19607 



1 



bo 
b7C 



am wrilfel Id UA lilifecOT volunteering his services and 
indicating his concern over the threat of Cotaaunissa to the US* 
0e also inquired in the letter for the Bureau »p mrinlnn of the 
John Birch Society* During the interview wtth l I he stated 

that he ^ »♦♦-■<«< «*»» «*>»±*™ *%* »*><» fiWri»+tr t« liiTEWvi*. hmlA at 

the home of I , I 

is an acquaintance of I 1 Ho said that literature was 

distributed at this mooting and a speech delivered which wis very anti- 
Coamunlat in nature as was the literature. However, | said that 
he did not 4oin the John Birch Society and has not attoneea any 
farther meetings of the Society because he was not certain as to 
the ultimate alas of the group* 



m S& ~ 



mm 



V 



^ 






*< 



DE 100*37934 



0a© copy of this loiter is being designated for 
thft finfjtoa Office in view of the iaforaatlon furnished by 
Jregardlng Me correspondence with the Society's 



headquarters. 

Detroit will furnish the Bureau any other pertinent 
in formation received regarding the Society* 
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TO: CHIEF CLERK 



Date 



Subject 



Mia so ft 



Address 



Birth Date Birthplace 



L, [Restrict to Locality of 



Exact Spelling I J Maln Criminal Case Files Only 

All References 1 r . J Criminal References Only „ _ ^ 

Main Subversive Case Files Only I i M^in Subversive (If no Main, list ail Subversive References) 

Subversive References Only L [Main Criminal (It no Main, List all Ctimlnal References) 




Rem ark an ^ 



File & Serial Number 



Remarks 



^ 



JL&. 



Ca < 



/ cr-o ~<3&.f*99 



/&~fj ~fi~ & 



&/{ /A 



s#-ti ^^cAJ- 



*9* -'/ 



Requested by 



Squad 



Extension 



File No. 



Searched by 



(date) 



Consolidated by 



(date) 



Reviewed by 



File Review Symbols 

I - Identical ? » Not identifiable 

NI * Not identical U * Unavailable reference 



(date) 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 



SAC, DALLAS 



THE JOHN 
19 » X 




a/30/60 



10360) 



SOCSETf 



Oa 1/25/60, 
Department, raxt Wftrij* «"»■»*■■ 



attends] 



i.rxi??5n»T 




Richland Hills Police 
J had turned in to bis 



. b6 
b7C 



n the previous cay the xoiievtag printed material, 
had found near the curb in the street of 3200 block 









whic! . 

of Kincsirary Street , Fort Worth, on 1/34/60, at about 7*30 P.M.: 

(1) One copy of "THE BL3E BOOK 03 THE JOHN BIRCH 
SCXJIBTY," copyright 19S9, by HUBERT "WELCH. 

(2) One copy of a booklet by ROBERT WELCH titled "THE 
JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY, Belmont, 78, Massachusetts . " 

(3) Ten "Application For Membership" forms. 

(4) Five booklets titled "THE LIFE OF JOHN BIRCH," by 
ROBERT H. fELCE, JR. , published by HENRY REGHERY 
COMPANY* Chicago, 1934. 

(5) six booklets titled "2SAY god wmrm US," by 
ROBERT H, 1. WELCH, JR. 

(6) Fourteen copies of "ONE MAH f SJ OPINION," a magazine 
published by HOBERT WUCB, DfC..» Belaont, 78, i 
Massachusetts, including issues for February, Apr ill, 
July and November 1056, and issues for February- \ 
March, May, July-Au&ust, September (6 copies) aad<>< 
November, 1057* ' 

(7) Twelve copies of "AMERICAN OPINION," a magazine \ 
published by RQBE&T WELCH, ISC,, Belaont 78, ,\ \ 
Massachusetts, including issues for February, March ,\ 
June, September, and December-, 1958, and Issues tor \ 
January, March, June, September, October, November \ 
and December 1&59. 



2 - Bureau (RM) 
rty Boston (RMXIafo.) 
v r<- Dallas (100-10360) 

JflF:EM 
(4) 




£$b 



t 



# 



bb 



lb 6 
Io7C 



bb 



M. 100-10360 



Que copy of a reprint from "ONE U&H*S OPSHIOHy* 
September 195$ issue, titled "'1 LETTER TO THE 
SOOTH OH SEGREGATION," publish by ItOBEBT WELCH, 
inc., Belaont 78* Massachusetts. 

(9) Five copies of & reprint from "AMERICAN OPINION," 
February 1958 issue, titled "ItaC? PEOPLE BECOME 
COMMUNISTS," published »y American Opinion, Belmont 
78, Massachusetts. 



Officer 



Jiad 



advised that an address label found With 



this material reiiecttfl tbafr tfte fOTtgwiM grltttgtf ttaterlal 
frees mailed to l 
jfrom THE JOBS BIKCS S0CIFCT f Belmont 78, Massachusetts. 



Same bad been wailed frost Boston, Massachusetts, on 1/19/60* 



,oihr[ 



"l-t.^^w.ua.-i ^aJ 



1 n itvi p**^ *h»t 



Officer 

be and cempani 

were riding around at the time they found this material ,wblch in 
tbeir opinion had been lost or discarded near the curb in the 
3200 block of Kingsbury Street, Fort Worth,, 



\ 



-*»■, 3/28/60,1 




ZTtXMM&WW 



3t*€ 



Retail Mercha nt* Associati on, 



baa been known to the files since July 19 27 , and waa 
last checked 7/16/59. HAHT is currently retired, but was 
formerly self -employed in real estate and Insurance. He was born 
12/7/92, place net stated. Twelve retail accounts were reported, 
all of which were satisfactory. 



hlr 



b6 

lb7C 

b7B 



b6 
b'7C 



J&, 



JxHjiOopBE BiEEIfAItiD HABT; L_ 

[yLgiou J K 



■ f 3 nation Division J __ I Central 'Bacorli'DiviiiOT f aafl 
I I Identification Division, Tarrant County Sheriff's 
Fort 



}o record on 
Idtmtj 



ti» , 

d l I 
Of nee. 



forth, Texas, 



[ 



3/29/60, Dallas Confidential Informants 
jwho are familiar with some 



Wortii area, and who have 

past, advised that TBE0D0EE BEEi&BD HAET 

known to these informants. 



CSp activities xn tnei 

furnished reliable information in xne 

ajad I I are un- 



S3 

in tne 



on 3/30/ffo J 



V6 locate 
following: 




] aevisea sue vas unmue 



otner rexerences to any_a£_Jtha 
and JOHH BIRCH SOCIETST, 

— 2 *• 



■■i ,i v mmmmmmmmmmKtmKB^ l, ■ ^ i m mmfmmmmmmm^mmt^mm 
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SL 100-10360 



THKWOSB SESaiAHD HAXT and HflBEBT B. 1, WISH, JB. 

SO investigation in thi» Matter i* conttttplated end the 
foregoing Ib submitted for information purposes only. 
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FBI 
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Transmit the following in 

Via 



RADIOGRAM J, 



(Type in plain text or code) 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (ATTENTION: CRIME RECORDS DIVISION) 
PROM: SAC, BOSTON (100^-32899) 

ROBERT H. WELCH, JR., BELMONT, MASS., JOHN I ZRCH SOCIETY, 
BELMONT, MASS., INFORMATION CONCERNING PARE! INTERNAL 



SECURITY END PARISH* 


BUFILE 62- 10^4.01. | 






, A BOSTON SCHOOL 



TEACHER, ON ij./lif./60 APPEARED AT BOSTON OPPIC 
ONE HUNDRED TMENTYFIVE COPIES OP DIRECTOR'S 
CERNING COMMUNISM, APPEARING IN MARCH, SIXTI 
MEET BULLETIN WHICH MAS QUOTED IN CAMBRIDGE- 
EDITION OP BOSTON AMERICAN ON THREE TWENTYTF 
STATED SHE IS A MEMBER OP JOHN BIRCH 



1. SHE REQUESTED 
TATEMENT CON- 
FBI LAV/ ENFORCE- 
'OMERVILLE, MASS. 
EE SIXTY. 



REQUESTING COPIES OF DIRECTOR »S STATEMENT AS 
AND FOR DISTRIBUTION AMONG FELLOW TEACHERS A 
WHEN ADVISED HER REQUEST WOULD BE FORWARDED 
[STATED SHE HAD PREPARED 



THIS OFFICE, 



WHICH SHE INTENDED TO FORWARD BUREAU DIRECT! 
NOT AVAILABLE AT BOSTON OFFICE. BOSTON INDI 



OCIETY BUT IS 
AN INDIVIDUAL 

: THEIR REQUEST. 

:0 BUREAU THROUGH 

T.rQT<T"T*'C , T.T DTWlTTPCifP 

Wft±J. Lai-i rtJi^UJCioX 
: IN EVENT COPIES 

;ES NEGATIVE ON 



BS 100-32899 
KPW:GM , , 

(1) A 



A 

■t>i 



■\>i**> "J « - < 



■I- 



SK/ 



Approved; 



//■ 



Special Agent in Charge 



Sent 



9 







^%Jhtr^ 



V Per 



,- /W 



b6 
b7C 



lb 6 
b7C 



/oo-33&f-**- J " 



i 



BS 100-32899 



SUBSEQUENTLY 



EMPLOYED ON WLCH'S PUBLICATION, 



THE QUOTE AMERICA* OPINIO* EiMD QUOTE AT BELi: r,T, MASS . , 
TELEPHOiNlCALLY CONTACTED BOSTON OFFICE FOUR . OURTEEi; SIXTY 
STATING HE THOUGHT DIRECTOR'S ARTICLE, WHICH APPEARED IA 
BOSTON AMERICA*, WOULD BE HELPFUL Ih RECRUIT i>.G MEMBERS TO 
THEIR ORGANIZATION , MMELY THE JOH* BIRCH SC IIETY, WHICH 
ATTEMPTS TO COMBAT COMMUNISM. 



REC -RSTED PERMISSION 



TO HAVE REPRINTS MADE OF THE ARTICLE. HE 1.7," TOLD HIS REQUEST 
V/OULD BE CONSIDERED AKD HE V/OULD BE ADVISED. HE THEN SAID HE 
WOULD HOLD HIS REQUEST Ik ABEYANCE SlisCE 



MEMBER OF THEIR ORGANIZATION, WAS IN PROCESS CF WRITING TO 
WASHINGTON FOR COPIES OF THIS ARTICLE. 



to7c 



END 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (62-104401) 



April 13, 1000 



SAC, DETROIT (100-27934> 



(V 



flit? T/wartf utflM* 11 !! «niF«Tt: d 'n7 
Ilia .fllnll nJiJfua SH#w.£»i]( 

(FLIHT, MICHIflall CHAPTER #62) 

IHFOWUTIOlf COlfclOTG 

Re SAC letters 59-13 0?) ,3/10/80 and €0-5 (C), 



On larch 29, I960, Captain 
Hint, Michigan, P»iic« ^part^t.^OSL 



HA, 



information in the past, advised aA [ 

on February 1, 1060, be received indorsation concerning 



I that 



small group of individuals 

the apparent intent of 

ho later learned fro* 

3mow*«s The John Birch 

BiaCR was a Captain in the U.S. 

China by the Coaa&inlsts. Captainl 



in Flint who had organised with 
ifrlaff CffffMfflfrwr*-. Ha stated that 
I . that this gro up is 
Society. According to I J «yqKff 






ApajL 

nl 



Mfi. 






anrdcrtid in 

expressed an interest in the group aerexy i* learn more ■ ■ 
■ ftlfflUt thitn. atyeral days later hte receives' a note froa | | 

inviting him to attend the February, 10eo, 

deefiai 1 anil enclosed a Bulletin and application for this 
society. 

The Bulletin reflects that the aeact regular meeting 
of this society eill be held at the headquarters of Tfco 
American Party, 113 West Fourth Avenue, en Sunday, February 
14, 1960, at 4:30 F.li. It reflects that only teo previous 
aeetlngs have been held in Flint, those being in Deeeaber, 
1059 and January, t**n k *± thi* »awf inr r »t4»u it also 



reflects that' Attorney 
Director. 



is the tfichigan 



A oopy of this Bulletin and application is enclosed 
for the Bureau's information. 



Captain 
Kcetlng an,fl Uara 

of this 



n | | s 

iSJflU ™e 



h 6 

b'/c 






be 

fo'VC 



I 



tated that he attended this . 
following are the six Members A/f 



,2 - 



bureau (Ends. SKftSGISTDTCD) 
*Z%y Boston (Info.) (830 

«T «■ Detroit 

Bt^ifap 

(5> 
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dtf* * 



m £00-37034 






3. 



3* 



4- 



Si 



0i 



lb 6 



Ca^taAa T l otatod that ho lcwaed aotalns 

i?*JlE'tlleal , ©£ value at tZse aootlajj ho attends:?.,, Ho atatco 

tkat ho «£aes not waafc to join tltio group* • vbovcx, feo 

C$tat03 that ho will bo Zscpt ft&trft aad of nil ■;>£ tho&y oofe&v&tfica 

riftngrt hn «y well ac$iial82te3 t?itfe | | B3& be 



who aro a&$eupt&ag fco got aarai ^s 332,0* 



hie. 



I?or laatructloas o£ ro£earoaeo£ 9A" Jottoars, no 

iavcstigatioa Goa&etoti. Bateau will bo ke^t aavicicd of 
activities off tMa ns?a ap as jUUfonaatioa is ia» f io available 
fey Cafftaia [ ^ 



st 



r 



m 100-37334 



Also unclose*! tost tho Bureau ie os* copy of a 
eiund dl stritoatct? b y aerators of tH© Joha Birch Society to 
Cantsii JH^ I catltlod. »SW AWAY - tl.l.A., TffiS 8ffiS3XS 
LEAfii TO DISASTER*. It reflects copyright 1960 by Aaearlstto 
Opinion, Uclooat 7£, Massachusetts. 



he 

fe7C 



- 3 - 



» # 



4/22/60 



abwsl 



TO s OTSECTOR, Fit (62-10VS-01) 

(ATWft CRIME HBCOEDS DiraiOK) 

IfTOM: SAC, B08TOH (100-32399) 

RQSBBRfjH. OTGH, JR. 
BelnaSB, Mass.? 

ib^MMM ^uMk da^h v Jtt Jfc JM a^aanaiaMBWM 

jot jtozh SOCIEOT 

BelflMp^ MM, 

IHPO 00KCBRHBKJ (BWKRWAL aECTJRIW) 

Reray radiogvan h/lk/60 $ 



fc,7C 



I I Mid employed by the . T oMt MU M aO CT&re. 

pei-acaally contact ad this office and advised: that 

vvoflaftly the "Beaton American 4 nowpajpie* printed an 
essceiflpft from the Lew Knf oj?ccia&nt Bulletin iflfgardijig 
en article "by Director J. SDCJiSR H00VSR eencerning 
florajitiinlaai on which she ecaiqesfced very favorably. 

khen asked if this office could make b7C 

available t o ne V 25,000 copies of this article. She 
wee told that thla number was not available a* Boston, 
She atated that ah* was going to canmuniaa£e with the 

cone awing Coaswtlfft matters, which night do available 
there and at that tine would attempt to obtain the 
25,000 copies aha desired. 



lATfcHLIN 



3 - mmm (62~ioW01) 
I - »»ston (100-32899) 

UXypo'euBfee 



Wr ' ."..'■"# s^^^^ 



JD X MiUi I U£Xfi I It JL/ Jq S v jj^w 1 & Jl JP X LA JL X UJy v^U Xi/ Ja 

DATE 0I-30-Z01Z 



/* *- ZMff-ifr^j, 



* 







April 22, 1860 



Yotir Utter of April 15, i960, With enclosure, 
relative to your efforts in combating commattUei, hat been 
received. Thank you lor writing. 

In y^pQjjgg to y 0|ir re q u#a t i am forwarding, 
under »«par at • cover, 1&0 copies of my statement la the 
March 1960 l»«ue of the FBI kaw Enforcement Bulletin. 

Sincerely jwmra, 
*• ta«ar Hoovw 



i) 



1)- Boston 

Re urad 4-15-60 



be 



■.-OOM^'tr, 








DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
DATE 01-30-2012 



^ ~ ja fff ~ & 



L.^.„-,,-.-. 




OHIgWM FORM HO. 10 ^H 

UNITED STATES GOVEiRmENT 

Memorandum 



4 



TO 



FROM 



subject: 



SAC, BOSTON (100-32899) 

SA 



date: 



May 3 , i960 



Belmont /Mass*; 

JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY, 

Belmont, Mass. 

INFORMATION CONCERNING (INTERNAL SECURITY) 



On April 22. 1Q60. [ 



jL 



}fho ± hentxil&tl hM^e 



with the U. S. Coast Guards tele^honically 
office to determine what Information the KB 
JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY. He was properly inform 
nature of the FBI files and no Information 
He wanted to know if the instant Society ap 
"Attorney General's lifct tr . He was properly 
Subversive Organization Section, Internal S 
U. S. Department of Justice* He then deman 
in view of his former affiliation with the 
this office advise him whether instant soci 
the Attorney General's list and appeared qu 
when he was advised that such information c 
available to him by this office. He was ve 
antagonistic . 



^i ' as formerly ' 
contacted this 
I had on the 
3d as to the 
;;as given him* 
reared on the 

referred to the 
:icurity Division, 
ied, particularly 
Coast Guard, that 
sty appeared on 
Ite perturbed 
ould not be made 
^y curt and 



Indices list I j n 10G-3:$99* |Hmrovpr 

It does not reflect a pertinent serial number and 
name could not be located in this file* 



be 
bvc 



li- rC 



C;b 



LDM:atl 

Mo:' 







DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FB X AUT OIaAT X C PEC L As b X F X CAT X PH WJ XD E 
DATE 01-30-2012 





p 



Ft>*nJ*r 

Robeit Welch 

Tht Council 
N, E Ai>AW*ON, J*. 
Tkouai J. AndUion 

T. COLEHAN ANi>*ffW* 

Johw T- Beatty 
Snt/rLLC Bhadsi* 
Laurence E t Bimin* 
Ralph E. Davw 
i M. Dhaskovicm 
Vjm. J. G»*»i 
E. P. Hamilton 
A, C. Reij#*o>*n, J*. 

GRANVILLE F, KNIGHT 

P*m> C Koch 
Alpiueo Kohl»i*g 
Qamnc* Ma*»* 
Fhank E. Mailand, J*, 

Adol^he MtHJOU 
R*viro P, Ouvfii 
C<m-a G- Paiki* 

JaM»* $IMF»OH f J*. 
Ro»**T V. STODt>A*l> 
Ghauum B. Stone, III 
£»N**T G^ Swwepit 



Belmont 78. Massachuset 



May 3, 1V0U 
{Dictated May 2, I960 J 



Hon, J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D, C. 

Dear Mr* Hoover; 

Three or four years ago several different friend® of mine 
who are, I* believe, also friends of yours, suggested th*t 1 
ought to have a talk with you, and each on j offered inde- 
pendently to write a letter of introduction on my behalf, 

In each instance I replied that I had sent }cu copies of each 
of my two little books, MAY GOD FORGIVE US and THE 
j LIFE OF* JOHN BIRCH, and that you were* regularly re- 
ceiving copies of my magazine, then caj.lt u ONE MAN'S 
OPINION but which has now become AME JCAK OPINION 
although I did not know whether you had e c - naa ^rtv.: •< 
read either the magazine or the books. A:io that it did not 
seem tome that anything I was doing, be^ ond what waiw rep- 
resented by these books and the magazine which were al- 
ready at your disposal, was important enough to justify rny 
taking up your time, or asking for a change to do so. 




Then, when I had got the John Birch Soci :y fairly under 
way, I sent you a copy of the Blue Book o: the Society, which 
sets forth the Society's background, methods, and purposes, 
and tells what we are trying to do, and hew, and why, as well 
as I know how to explain it all in print, A little later some 
member of an audience down in Tennessee, hearing one of our 
tape recordings> somehow mistook a reference I had made to 
my friendship with Dr. J, B< Matthews, &n& my access 10 J, 
B. ! s files, as a statement that I had access to the FBI 's files. 
As a result, two of your ro^n in Boston came to see me, I not 
only played for them the master tape from which the recording 
used in Tennessee had been taken, and showed them identically 



^^ 



y **-33<r??- $<s~ 
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Hon, J. Edgar Hoover 



May 3, i960 



the same language in the Blue Book; but I took advantage of that 
opportunity to give them any and all information about The John 
Birch Society which I thought or they thought miq;ht be helpful* But 
I still saw no reason to bother you. 



| Now, however* J am puzzled by a report from one of our best Co™ 
' ordinators in the South, who works in Texas, to the effect that the 
FBI, in answering correspondence from some people* especially in 
the Houston area, who have attended either our tape sessions or 
film sessions, has said that n The John Birch Society is a group of 
righteous citizens who do not know the facts* n Since giving the plain 
facts concerning the continuous Communist advance, and their meth- 
ods, is the very cofe of our presentations, and since for obvious 
reasons we have had to be meticulously careful and accurate about 
those facts, and since literally hundreds of outstanding conservatives 
or anti- Communists all over the country are constantly turning to us 
and our small Research Department as a source of facts for their 
own speeches, articles, letters, arid other activities, we cannot help 

I wondering just what has prompted any such impression as apparently 
has been formed, and then transmitted, by somebody in the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. 

There is nobody in this fight who has supported 'he FBI and yourself 
more unceasingly, uncompromisingly, or enthusiastically, and nobody 
who more firmly expects to keep right on doing i-o. When your book 
provoked a lot of grumbling, and even some louc and rabid dissent, 
on the part of some of your former strong supporters, because of 
what they considered your too favorable attitude :oward the NAACP 
and other organisations, I wrote many pages of letters to some of 
these people to calm them down -- the essence c: which was that, 
whether you had leaned over too far backward to try to be fair in some 
of these cases or not, you had been for too many years and still were 
too great and too effective a patriot for any such withdrawal or lessen- 
ing of moral support to be justified. And I am s ,re that you would 
find our treatment of MASTERS OF DECEIT, ir. AMERICAN OPIN- 
ION, one of the most favorable which the book received. 



rr~ 
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Hon, J. Edgar Hoover 
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May 3, i960 



\ 



All of this, as I am sure you have surmised, is merely an intro- 
duction to saying that I should like very much tc have a chance for 
at least a brief visit with you; and that I should >e glad to go to 
Washington for that purpose, at any time which ^ould be conven- 
ient for yourself, if the time set did not conflict with some im- 
portant speaking engagement which I had already made before- 
* hand. And instead of going through one or more of these friends 
of mine, I decided it was certainly simpler and orobably better 
for me merely to write directly to yourself, 

I shall be glad to hear from you, also at your convenience, and 
shall be looking forward very much to seeing you and talking with 
you, if the opportunity is offered. In the menatime, with my con- 
tinuing admiration and kind regards , 1 am 



Sincerely, 



ffJ^frjdoL 



RW;mlp 



Robert Welch 



& 



I 



Mr. Eobert^elch 

Founder 

The Joint Birch Society, Inc. 

Belmont 78, Massachueetta 

iiear Mr, Welch: 



Your letter ol May 3, I860, concerning an 
alleged statement by the FBI regarding The John Birch 
Society, has been received, and X appreciate year bringing 
this matter to my attention* It would appear that your 
representative la Texas baa been misinformed since I can 
assure yon the FBI has never made such a comment regarding 
your organisation. 

I certainly wish that I could arrange a 
definite appointment with you, 1 am, however, nimble to 
do this In view ol the uncertain nature of my schedule. 
Please feel free to call my office II yon are In Washington 
In the future. If I am not In, one of my assistants will be 
happy to be ol service. 

Sincerely yours, 

3. KOgar Hoovt^ 



(p- Boston (100-32899) - Enclosure 
I - Houston (624521) - Enclosure 
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Memorandum 



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 

UNITED STATES ■ 



♦ t 



TO 



SAC (100-32899) 



bate: 5/S7/60 



FROM 



SA 



b'7C 



subject: THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 



On 5/17/60 iVisited the Boston Office 

and advlse i that she had recent ly perused one of the booklets 
Issued by the above named society and that it was her opinion 
that some of the statements contained therein bordered on 
anti-Americanism. She felt that the booklet was overly critical 
of the present National Administration, the Secretary of State 
and our foreign policy. 
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Jhad nothing of a specific nature to relate. 



Therefore, no action is necessary regarding her visit. 



}$ KTMzcitt,* 



y 
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TO: 

PROMt 

SUBJECT: 



OFFICE MEMORANDUM 
SAC, BOSTON 
SAC, NEW YORK 



M<\ 



; '""out 70 vw 

fltL*0»f ?o im<js 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
DATE; 5/20/60 



q^wu, 



fb> 



f 



SM - C 



On 4/26/60J 

reliable information in trie paer, 



a source who has furnished 
made available photographs 



of the names and addresses of subscribers maintained by 
"The worker/ 1 23 West 26th Street, NYC, an East Coast 
Communist weekly newspaper. 

A photograph of a subscriber residing in your area 
is attached above for your information. 

No copy of this memo is being retained in the NYO* 

An explanation of the symbols appearing under the 
name and address is set forth on the reverse side of this 
letter* 



b7D 



1 -Boston (100- 



CQS:u»e 

a) 



) (RM) 




ALLBJPOHaSATIOWCO! 

^%Mym jsi 



1 **-$*t1 f-vr 







*7: As ? 4 1960 



PBt - BTSTO-*' 
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OPTIONAL fOftM NO. 10 ^L 

UNITED STATES GOVEjKmENT 

Memorandum 



t 



TO : SAC (100-32699) 



date: 7-1-60 



FROM 



ASAC P. H. STODDARD 



subject: major 



(M) 



m called 

fanna. 



regarding the John Birch Society* He stated he was making 
a speech before this organization and wanted to know if 
they were OK* 



b6 
b7C 




:b attached to the Air Force National Guard, 10lf 
"Fighter Group at Barnes Air Force Baaa^JtoatCiflld $ 
Massachusetts* The society recalled by Major j ] 
pertains to ROBERT H. W # WELCH, Jr* f of Belmokt, Mis*, 
who is the head of this organisation (which is anti-Communist) 
and information is set forth in SAC Latter 59-13 dated 3-10-59 
concerning this organisation* 



be 
b?c 



TEJ&f 



mSmMMmJkm 



j Major 



r 



The writer contacted Major l 

and he advised he would contact ^ 

was advised that this information should be cleared' througn 
OSI and that this office had no information to furnish in 
connection with this organisation. 

PHSiMGO 
(1) 



be 

b7C 



ALL XOTORmTIOff COOTAlSSgS) 
B3ATS,feU,i,|M.g , i — ^X*a^MCUg)&u^l 



15 1 CLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVE]) FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
Is ATE 01-30-2012 



s$ - 3*^$/? 





/ 0a - 3 z s> ar- ifv 



SEARCHED .~.tNO£X£D— 

SERIALIZE <zX £%€9 „&^n~r- 



JUL? ?S50 



_^ 



IZ 



& 







1 






■■ 


- 




^ 


A DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DIRIFID FROH: 






FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 






DATE 01-30=2012 




- 


' 






r^-i^ " ^ 






-\ 






"* "* ^£ 


1&. 






1 








» 



M' : 7 " ~ ""■ 

V 


/ ~ Bra 

is 

t 


--^ 






May 20, I960 




Hon* Gecil R. King 
House of Representatives 
Washington 25, D. C 




Ky dear Mr, King: 




A 


Two days ago my husband and I were invited 
to a pre3entation by some 'republican and so-called "conservative" 
friends of ours* It left us quite worried and we believe it 
might be of interest to you and similar minded members of 
Congress to hear about this and perhaps cast a critical eye 
in the direction of a certain budding organization* 


-<4' 



It was a presentation made by the "John Sirch Society" 
hich is headed by a Robert Welch, retired former President of 
he Welch Candy Company. It is in form of a motion picture in 
.hich Kr. Welch gives a 2 hour lecture on the alius and structure 
f his organisation in an effort to win members. 

The basic overt aims are very admirable indeed. The 
Society is supposedly engaged in a crusade for the fight against 
communism and the influence thereof within the United States* 
1-ir* Welch claims the support of many fine known patriots and 
quotes from legitimate and worthy publications* his presentation 



is backed by a tremendous detailed knowledge on 



subject 



communism, by some irrefutable facts and statistics, and by the 
undeniable need of doing what he proposes to do, namely to combat 
communism and to educate the American Public as to it's dangers. 

However, neatly sandwicned inbetween facts and figures, 
Mr. Welch comes out with blatant half-trutns end un- truths in an 
effort to prepare his audience for his final coupt to get theu to 
sign up enthusiastically as members of his organisation, as 
ambitious fighters against communism, as patriotic defenders of 
their country, and as providers of a secure future for their 
children. Nobody could possibly want to abstain from such noble 
ambi lions! Ill 



But, and hore is where official investigation 

into his organization becomes greatly desirable: just what 
are these good people all signing up forVTi An organization 
with an authoritarian internal structure (for the sake of 
expedience, they say), not unlike cells. It has a platform 
that recommends extreme isolationism, exclusion of all types 
„.* *~,„u- . .... _ .i__ _ ...i*.. ..._... B{lch institutions aa the 

j all social advances, c-ny t-fgjrts 



>ntual abolition of the reepul 
Any tftlnK that disagrees with extreme ri. htest views is 
aiding anu abetting the red cause, etc* For e.vam/le, ti r» -*oicn 
claims that practice ;iy everyone in authoritative position in 
the U # S* Government during the last 30 years ha^ been par- 
ticipating in the "Worid-wide Communist Conspiracy' 1 - His 
slogan is: "Loss Government f more responsibility, and a better 

Wo rial" 



Wow I, a naturalized American Citizen, have lived 
under Pazi rule Our in;; my formative and young adult yea 
anyone can smell the rat of fascist agit: -tion, i 
years the principles of IJaziism have been drur.meu into me, * 
have been forced to hear every speech of hitler's and Goeb l :eli 
I was forced into Nazi Youth organizations ^u.:< I have f e- 1 
the results of such a loathsome type of Gov rnrr' nt in my life 
and on my body* I do not want my chiirir^r; to go through the 
same exoer iencea ♦ 



I-Ir* VJelcn employs tne same insi-ioue tactics that made 
Goeb : els famous* I ara afraid he is luring many an innocent 

.o being a card carrying nucleus of a vicious organ!- 
,;ion. The Uazi Party at first claimed it was only trying to 
" * * create a better life. 1 ' " ' 4 ^ J1 
pleas of former KazA Party members that ali 

do good* I h&ve known the characters of rume of these --:n/J ; 
would vouch that they are telling the truth, I also would vouch 
for some of Pr. Welch's new decipies that that was an th-^ t-nn 
want* When will enough of them be caught in the web that Uli . nu 

"- *-"' " of us Uo 5, Citizens?? 



anted was to 



I alsc want to mention that bot:: my :■ us band and I 
are decidedly anti-communist. Py husband is an ex-Mi. 1 ^ fr - ^ T 
T ~*-~~ l n * gence officer now engaged in space research anu a 

" " ; at my heels from now communist 
dominated areas in East Germany, I left there property ana 
friends, I ,j&ve seen Communism in action. This, I believe, 
will vouch for my feelings in the mrtter. hlso, after the end 
of the war in the American 2one of Occupation I went on record 
and officially signed statements pointing out to t* 3. Mill tar; 
Authorities places of communist agitation. If nothing else, 
this surely got me on the communists * black lists* 



These lectures of the John Eircn Society are held 
to small groups of under 50 people. They can be attended by 
invitation only, and those attending must be previously screened 
as being "conservatives". My husband and I, who make no bones 
about being democrats gtft in there by mistake through invitation 

by our republican "sparring partners" .-who'll do anything to 

bring about stimulating discussions ( that they got l\) 

The Society does not want the Press to be notified or receive 
any publicity. If that Isn't undercover, I don't know what isl? 



; lectu 
.5 be w 

not al 
sricsn 
Lefly. 
oeit ex 
.icture 

to won 



^ --* i-lr. King, Just HOW you will be able 
re, unless It la via disguise or incognito, 
■orth all Kinds of trouble to try. Tha * "' ftn 
readv familiar with it. There is a publication 
Ootnion" published by Mr. Welch, that I have 

It rives the appearance of being more above- 
pressing extremely rlchtlat vlewa. It is main- 
and character of the John ;irch Society that 
ider, as well as the fact that many of the 
'ebementlv arainet have notning to do with 



no 



elow I will write the name and aadress of tne local \ 
lve. I would rather not be quoted by name to this V 
ce I would not like to erabarrasa my friends, a He / 
he a a in the building of the Westchester Women s 
connection with it. Neither have I. So much yi 
lit mi'-ht be worth to you. 



Respectfully yours, 



sntative of the John Birch Society 
■ to my friends J 
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JUly 1, I960 



Honorable Cecil R. King 
House of Representatives 
Washington 25, D. C, 

My dear Congressman! 

X have received your letter d«t#<J 



fee 

b7C 



b" 



Tour interest and eourtesy in furnishing 
thla material to am are indeed appreeieted, and 
If X can bo of assistance at any tin* in matters 
of mutual interest* please do not hesitate to 
communicate with m, 

I ftift %9**n the liberty of preparing 
a copy of I l letter, and in accordance 

with your reeue»t, x am resuming the original to 
you. 

Sincerely yours, ["* 

J. Edgar Hoover 



Enclosure 



4?. 




- Boston (Enclosures 2) (SEE NOTE) 
I - Los Angeles (Enclosures 2) (SEE MOTE) 

ATTENTION: SACa f LOS ANGELES AMD BOflTON 

Enclosed for your information are a copy of 
Congressman Cecil R. King's letter to the Director and a 

Photostat of the letter to the Congressman from •s—— - 

(NOTE TO SACS CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO) Uwto-aP &tnimo-*— 

j . 6KWWi»ia...<!!C-«LED-^tSsss«B 

; JUL 5-1960. 

j J xt\ : j.U^Ojj^ 



/00 ~3st&?? -dTf 








# 



y\ 



Honorable Cecil R. King 



ATEKWWHi SACs. MS ANOBLSS AKB BOSTCW (CQHTBIPSD) 



tmm 



»4- 



aoio cam co ncerning! . 

described fr y| |as the local repreaenwive 

ui here 



of the John 



jn society, 



Robert Welch ana the John Urch Society have 
not been the subject* of investigation by the Bureau. 
Information concerning this Individual and organisation 
la contained In SAC letter 60-5. 

The Bureau has had tiumeroua cordial contacts 
with Congressman Xing. 



he 

b7C 
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. TRUE COPY 

CONGRESS OP THE UNITED STATES 
HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

June 24, i960 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr* Hoover; 
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fo^C 


| lis submitted for 




your attention. 






I would appreciate the return of the enclosure 
when it has served your purpose. 






With all good wishes. 






Very sincerely, 






/s/ Cecil R. King 




* 


Cecil R. King, M. C. 






CRKtlc 
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Indices $en$k Slip 

Ftf~16(UR«v* 10-WSS) 









Date 






TO: CHII 








Subject 


! 


Aliases 




Address 


Birth Date 


Birthplace 


Race 


Sex 

□ Male 

□ Female 
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Exact Spelling I I Main Criminal Case- Files Only 

All References I _J Criminal References Only ^^^™_^~_ 

Main Subversive Case Files Only Main Subversive (If no Main, list all Subversive References) 

Subversive References Only 1 (Main Criminal {If no Main, list all Criminal References) 



eotrict to Locality of 



File & Serial Number 



Remarks 



File & Serial Number 



Remarks 



o -/J^ y- 






^«dJ, J~&-^<~& A'2. 



4- 



/ 0- 3 J <??■ ?-/ f^ 



/Z. 



/<5C> - £> — ^^ 



_£l 



/ o&" 3 a t r?? 



/06-Q -*y 



/&</,& 



Requested by 



Squad 



?/*:/*. 



Extension 



FUe No. 



Searched by 



(date) 



<&Q 



Consolidated toy 



(date) 



Reviewed by 



II' '., /*» /t>jitiA53'J>'ljC# 



File Review Symbols 



IMmJl 



I » Identical 
NI - Not identical 



? ~ Not identifiable 

U - Unavailable reference 



L 




^MllWAtJKEE 



s "»fcy, Mt 31; I960 



Group BtandiRg flee as Red j 
Has 10 Chapters in Wisconsin 




Waicfc, % 9 31, « jert b& b l*a u»d at meetio£ft. Group ieadan 



-n» Pofctteiaa" U * mb> Keiiher fetesoe war Mm 



John Birch Society 
Number* 150 to 200 
Member* Growl^-ft^^ 
Pu^tetCWWab * ' * " 

my Auuc r. aaattft 
Of T»* Jsiamxi **»; 
Tan $»pt4fs of the John 
Barefe aedety; fotmdfd by * m*a 
«ho beHava* tbst President 
Etsettbovar i* * tfadfeitad Com- 
munwt, ftev* formed in Wiecoii- 
f In io $» last year 
^tbe ottettftpfcp&pose of the 
society is to ggbt communism 




branches Have 1Mb 
m Mrtv*ult« as* 
etcfe a Wkumrtaea^ 0*Ntt In, 
0****, Oetfttfxh, i^Uta* a**j 
* *lver 

«fltfi§0 Iftaflyactaiat 
Ma J oil n Jtueber, 3014 S, 
Detawtre av., the wife <rf a mad* 
icpf technician* Is tbe Mfrwau* 
bee area "&Kx&fiafar» n JSJcfc* 
krd iohtison, Gr*en Bey, m 
ftCttHmtwat, is at <$eife af «p- 
ttate activities, 

| The f&ewler of fee eec*ety i* 
m veejtfty, sat*** caadr ***$* 
facawe*, wt» tf*es 1* ttefiemu, 
Mitt, tft it Robert It W. 



_- *&. . 



T — 



pfocttn. Leaden of t*» eodeir a caiidiaeaw, ##» t a* fta 
tuve received capiat from «|ftg«tad t* aajfaa atf # 

tim mamH vi **tkti? ***& nacfaed oaa, to tat***: 

TV book trie* to p«*e U* «maaa*e**i 

Mr £jaephM»a&ia« fcelteateY She wa*p| *»Jbe*w whert 
ceoacfeBttot* efta* o/ ti>*€ej* H* ftWww*** JeMai bad os 
mmtfet party. film a £atv etace the#bool 

It cteimf fast Mr Eieenamr* ^ *^r *■*»* » w |ww» 

^ebfc^,Mflto** ***!*•* 



Tim- inritri iTWT^ifrfjygi 
end tefhtence American P^t^SSf?!^!*** 1 ^ *** -r ** 



fight CamsEur&ti or toeia«4 * 
tbep**ty. 



ite book **?% *ej 

* nee* by U» peifc S**ratf 

dmtT ramaa *__ „ 

It co*tinue».^M JSTJW 



a 



*^a «y cwa-^infe^ tbt Coa^ 
amattii%a«taa» af tbalr own 
actva^ le tha pra«ida»cy t (Ik 
ttti 'tiM *att, Eia ia jium ,- 
ta«n Ik aaty eoa aaaattia wsfti 
!WMf«r*Maa»daci 
n*C9af«ft 



lot* sim fe: 

:^)itftoryf apa«ty me«lfar»o 



Johs«m |M be tft*f*d tin 
bidk erf Waitfrriawa, but ah^t 
awiy ftm ta^ng a Cwnrnvi 
ftitt Ulai om ija ajtrtiwl, 

He aaM MWwk'1^ 

1 ooljr i**Wr tfcat if bait twrf 
lie «4|ki *a^pa« a*." ki taw 
**ft to a »oc* a»**H>* The re 
suits jftfa ainMatratloo a*v 

Latar ha *M*T. ^Idont thlk /. 
EiaenlKwar it bright aaoygfe if/< 
be permiued to be ooe of t&« 
party.** 

Waicb's foal » a niltio 
Ha **■■■ to saj 



fOO-3fr$<fi'& 



tmrnmi 



n>* 



1 
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Sunday. July 31, 1950 



THE MILWAUKEE JOIHNAI 



Milwaukee Has Four John Birch Groups 



rim pat' I. loluimi 7 



ilw» shp was i"Ipiimc(1, find re> society u pwing 'asi, accord 
M'.i"! ,;; ii ' ■,::■ ,,■ : , j i-c '■ ' t* cntn" . Hirctt 
nrganize and mhei netcswiy Wwcons.n Mar bciu-^n t.w and 
i , ... cl i hm l 200 members, affording in J 
paper manufacturer. Both were ever and wherever, e 1 1 h e r phrase, a weapon of demagoR- malenfll - s>1 "' k,ws Welc n P« r ' m an d Mrs finer,,., rhev wert 
out of town and could not be through infiltration by the ene- uen, and a perennial fraud." m ^ m M !n less thwri a \ear This 

sDnety nationally or in what reached for comment. my or honest differences of The societv is named after "' » ,nn,l *i h|n ' * 'me man," fa( ., 01 plus |hf h h |w| fl( j|V 

siai.es chapters had been organ- MwBbcrA|p ^^ 'opinion, that loyalty cease,' to J*. R-r, h. mi American army she said D fluenw ami intelligence of mrm 

ized. He said organization was Grede confinned that he was ^ suf 'T' t0 keep some lr ««-. c , a f ,ta,n andfundamentalist BaP", J" r ^ r : u f^'f, '*'' r, ) a P' hers, disturb* law enforcement 

„ n ,n„ 'w.h, „ wkmun. "' ^'I™^™ 1 ne wa5 ment in line, we are not gomgUst minister, who allegedly was W vm «i tfef (in side, two .„,,„, - - 
going nicely in Wisconsin, , counci , raembet> He MJd he |() k jn ^ ^ o( h « « mrdmd by Chinese \ o r mmu J n the south side and a fifth in "' « 

adding that Wisconsin was a dldn ' t lhink Mr Eisenhower the society's work weakened by 'nists 10 days after V-J day, The Wauwatosa, Meetings usually Movies Are Utilized 
"good, conservative state." was a Communist and said he raging debates, society was founded bv Welch w ^ m pfiv«i» homes She de | Welch writes skillfully »m 

Asked if he still held the had no comment ahout the jw^ j,- j on Dec. 9, 1958, in Indianapolis, cM m say where meetings uses movies effectively of himi 

views expressed in "The Poltti- ' bonk. .«.. ' with the support of a small w held or when the next one self speaking in making hi! 

cian," he said he would not Welch describes the society We m not ROms ln have group of businessmen, will he. She said the press could points 

comment. in the "Blue Book," which he Actions developing on Ihe two- Surted in , 959 not atr^ncl | ' HewdshominOwaiu.nr;, 

On his letterhead inviting se- also wrote and which is distrib- sides-to-every quesuon theme. , Under ihMl'elch program, iv.N'Drth Carolina He was mdj 

lected persons tn join, Welch uted mure widely among mem- n,^ mente who cm |n ln M ™ llK * lhe swet - v » ea ch chapter gets a monthly uaied from the l^versitv « 
lists two other Wisconsin indus-bers than "The Politician." feel the necessary desree of lov 8 *" late '" ' ler Welch, " J 0"" Bir ^ Bulletin." which North f'arolina aiiended ih< 
triahsts, besides Grede, as mem-. "The men who join the John , * -W a privately attended talk,Welch edits This usually gives United s>ate< Nmal academy* 

bersof I he society's national Birch society . . are going to be a»ty can either resign or wm be | herg 'the "assignment" for the month for two ve,,iMnd t,„al\ Hat 1 

f T L r » T J n ,'>»8 so primarily because they put out." and llsls s(lgKesipd ^ m wd {n s , , Hf ^ 

rheyareE, P. Hamilton, Two believe Ii me and what 1 am i„ ihe same bt«>k, Welch out-i L ter {Frequently 'here are m <haV^ JSind ^nm 

Rive*, prudent of the Hamil- doing and are willing tn accept ]ines hls philosophy. :mH ,he fm hran '' K * gestions for , '-.ter writing of ihe lira, that kars his name 

anufactunng to., maker my leadership anyway, he aid, was, campaign to ...ngressmen nn Up wa> wre-chairn.an of ,he| 

of washing marhmes, dryers wrme , u " l '' toursf ' '" "1 couldn't sit hark and wait legislation.) Massachusetts Republican ft 

to and drafting equip-. "We are going to usp that! government or organization as fnr , )Itimnf f , se „, dl) „, (m , Dues m w „ w !nr w mb^,,,-,^^ , 
ment, ind Cola B, Parker. Nee loyalty, like every other re- the Greeks and Romans found munism had been winning for and Ji:' h> ,^men i andidate "fnr ine lieutenant 

nah. former chairman of t h e source, to the fullest possible nut, and as I believe . . . demur- some time. ' Althnugi t. h< lexers governor "s post on ihe Repu'hl; 

hoard of .dmberly-Clatk Corp,, advance that we can When-: r acy is m erely a deceptive She wrote to Welch saying knovs iw-,' . u • <^m the can ticket 



f 



t 



fob 



r 



%% fcelAoa Sly 
3*?iirtXi#*ii State Cb^ifetee 

:> acsoffdaac^ vith our telephone conversation 
tc£ny cor.c^rai&g a aovra it eat published July J>1 ? 196^ 
in tfcr- Milwaukee Journal, a uoBt disturbing article to 
-aay-tbift le®st,-I crenel oaiis^tt tor "you to pSoVo'fiisair^ 
and u»*. Please rot"u?n this original to ae' t9 ae I 

havs- "been, requested to return it, to eqr friend' in 

Was,-, you are able to o&tain any iafor&ation 
.relative to this item. I would certainly appreciate 
yovir advieiiig im a?? you egraed. 



T.hajtik jqu Tor your x.inteeas* 



Sj-^rgly y?^fln 



■T-V 
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Chairman 
E. J. O'DONOGHUE 

X\ O. Box 562, Boston 

Vice Chairman 
(Director of Organization) 
K U WHITING 



Via* 

II OTERS JH N M ^^.CTION 



Treasurer 

C, K. JONES 

Secretary 

D. WHITEHEAD 
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"/#/ JA0* is necessary for the forces 0} evil to win in the world is for enough good men to do nothing* 1 

Edmund Burl^e 



100 
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ItfO Atlantic Avenue 

Boston, Massachusetts 

August 30 | I960 



The Honorable B cjjden Q. Bly, Jr. 

House of ReprftasntatlvffS — 

auto House 

Boston, Massachusetts 

Dear Sin / 

Yoijr letter poitraarked August 2$, I960 with 
enclosures has been received, and the Interest that 
prompted your oowunloatlon Is Indeed appreciated. 

While I would like to be of assistance, 
the function of the FBI as & fact-gathering agency 
does not extend to furnishing evaluations or comments 
concerning the character or integrity of any Individual, 
organisation or publication I regret, therefore, that 
I an unable to comply with your request* 



Very truly yours, 




L. L, LAUGHLIK 

Special Agent In Charge 
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Belmont Seat of Birch. Society "— 

Extreme. Rights 
Take Aim at Lefts 

By STANLEY EAMES 

(This is the first of three stories.) 

Extremists in search of a political home never 
have lacked for strange places to rest their heads. 
This year, with a moderate government In prospect 
regardless of the election's outcome, disciples of 
the Far Right are being offered a haven in the 
John Birdh Society. 

* * * 

The Society is (he creation of Robe rt H. W. Welch J r.. ultra- 
conservative, retired Cambridge caady mannfacturer. It might 
have remained a behind-the-scenes organization, as Welch in- 
tended it to be, had it not been for its founder's 100,000-word 
"letter to a friend," titled "The Politician." 

In "The Politician," Welch charged that President Eisen- 
hower is a dedicated, conscious Communist agent, answerable 
to hu brother Milton (Ike's alleged boss in the Party), and for 
whose acti ons "there is only one word-treason." 



(Continued on Page Eight, Section II) 
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feme Rights 
Tab Aim at Lefts 



$ 'The Politician'' also described 
frontier Presidents Truman and 
Roosevelt as tools of international 
Communism, along With the Dul- 
les brothers and- various other 
high government officials, 

Written in MM and added to 
from time to time, "The Politi- 
cian" was intended as a semi- 
secret document outlining the pro* 
gress of Communism, and parti- 
cularly in the United States, 



h the black-bound tome Welch 
describes the contents as "com* 
pletely private and confidential" 
m to the midwest, where the 
John Birch Society is perhaps at 
Its strongest, a copy leaked to a 
newspaper, together with the to 
ilication that it is the society's 



NOT FOR PRINT 

and his hand book. 

Tour-fiffhs of our nwmhets 
never have seen it and most of 
tee who have don't agree with 
It/' he said in an interview in 
his Belmont office. 

'Do yon still think Eisenhow- 
er Is I Communist?" he was 



make no sense whatever except 
as a part of a plan to help the 
Communists"*) 

"The Politician" grew like Top- 
sy; ; Welch is a prolific and'er- 
suasive writer; years ago he also 
wrote with wit and charm, After 
the first copy, intended to go to 
"one friend** and expanded to a 
few more, he says the demand for 
it grew. 

"I added fa it every time I 
'got raqwsta for it," ha said, 
"By 1955 it had grown to 6,000 
words, By 1958, it to up to 
80,000, At that point I decided 
to reproduce it ty offset - but 
it's still just a long letter to a 



"I never felt that way enough 
to lay it In print/* Welch re- 
piled, "Now I don't know what 
I think, Elsenhower may he too 
dumb to be a Communist", 



He declined to reveal how may 
copies are out, except to say it 
is "in the low hundreds", Its 
major purpose, he insists, is sim- 
ply to alert its readers to "the 
incredible pattern of help to Com- 
munism to* our governmenl." 

SEEKS WITHDRAWAL 

Nevertheless, he added, he now 
intends to try to withdraw each 
copy, and get it out of circulation 
as quickly a spossible, 

If he suspected President Eis- 
enhower of Communist leanings, 
Welch was asked, how about the 
four Presidential and Vice-Presi- 




A COMMUNIST WORLDWeor of spreod of Red influence has moved Robert 
H, W. Welch, Jr., of Belmont, who once called President Eisenhower q Com* 
munist, to form the John Birth Society, a controversial organization with which , 
he opposes Communism and welfare *tafe. 



t> 



(Oft Jan. !,»», Welch 
1 footnote to "The 
"A huge majority of: 



"I don't think any one is a 
Communist/' he said, "or favor- 
able to Communist aims, But 
every one of the four is will- 
ing to be soft on Communism 



and tft bt blind to the fad that 
their actions help the Comma* 
1st purpose - to get the left 
wing support needed for elec> 



What will the J< 
ciety, which Welch 
completely, do in the 
to? 



Birch So* 

ses almost 

coming dec- 
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"I have to let the members 
know in September what I'm go- 
ing to do/' he said, "we were all 
set for a write-in drive for Gold- 
water, tat he doesn't want it. 
I do know that I can't ^ for 
Nixon and Lodge." 

S — 



The John Birch Society is no 
essentially political he said; "We 
are not out to start a third party, 
but we can be a strong force 
behind a third party if that's 
the only way, The society didn't 
for the Presidential nomination 
but a lot of He members did as 
individuals/' Welch himself was 
a prime organizer of the abortive 
Goldwater rally at the Republi- 
can national convention* 

In fact, when Welch was out 
lining the formation of the society 
at a meeting in Indianapolis m 
Dec, 9, 1958, he briefly considered 

rf ) m iW mm nX m m t rn twi n * * urn. 
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Jointer a$ its leader < but ^ m <i 
\ j%. , masons why it wouldn't 
^6, He considered even more brief- 
Vice-President Nixon l tl one of the 
ablest, shrewdest and slipperiest 
politicians on the American scene, 
but not a leaded). 

He concluded* not surprising- 
ly* that he was the man for 
the job, And he laid down some 
tough requirements for member* 
ship, chief among which was 
something approaching unques- 
tioning obedience. 

In his "Blue Book", consisting 
of the 174«page speech he deliv- 
ered in several marathon sessions 
at Indianapolis, Welch said the 
society "is to be a monolithic 
body. 

"Democracy," he declared, "is 
merely a deceptive phrase, a wea- 
pon of demagoguery, a perennial 
fraud." He spoke of the ''advan- 
tages of firm and positive direc- 
tion of the society's energies", 
and pledged: 

**We are going to cut through 
the red tape and parliamentary 
briar patches and roadblocks of 
confused purpose with direct au- 
thority at every turn, The men 
who join the John Birch So- 
ciety . • ♦ are going to be doing 
so primarily because they be- 
lieve in me and what I am doing 
and are willing to accept my 
leadership anyway* 

"And we are going to use that 
loyalty, like every other resource, 
to the fullest possible advantage, 

wm on size 

"Those members who cease to 
feel the necessary degree of loy- 
alty can either resign or will be 
put out before they build up any 
splintering following of their own 
inside the society" , 

Welch this week said this posi- 
tion was taken to avoid Com* 
munist infiltration within the $o- 
ciety. 

Apparently, although Welch 
refuses to give figures on the 
size of the society* it has a sub- 
stantial membership willing to 
adhere to these conditions. 

Society publications, including, 
the magazine "American Opin- 
ion", give the Belmont post of- 
fice Us largest single source of 
revenue, approaching $25,000 a 
year, 

(TOMORHOWt What is the 
John Birch Society, and what 
Is It doing?) 
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Schools Tarqet 
Of Reds' Enemy 

By STANiEY EAMES 

(Second of three stories) 

The John Birch Society was organized, ac- 
cording to its founder and boss, Rob ert H. W« 
Welch Jr. of Belmont, to do two things: fight Com*" 
imimsm and work for less government, more indi- 
vidual responsibility, and a better world. 
* * * 

It is not a secret society, he insists, The names of mem- 
bers of its council, including three respected Massachusetts 
men, are on jt$ letterhead for all to see, 

But the Society, which came into the limelight recently 
**&' ~- ** (Continued on Page Four) 
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Schools Target 
Of Reds' Enemy 

(Continued from First Page) 
when Welch's 302-page "letter to a friend" blasting President 
Eisenhower as a dedicated Communist agent leaked to the 
press, prefers to work behind the scenes, he said this w eek, 
"We don't seek publicly," Welch 



declared. "We try to build with* 
out making a lot of noise," 

Working through chapter of 10 
to 20 persons, the Society makes 
its first aim the ferreting out 
and fighting of any influence it 
believes to be Communistic. 
And it believes a great many of 
them to be. 

Watches Schools 

In the process it barrages public 
officials with cards and letters, 
works to keep commentators re- 
flecting its viewpoint in business : 
pays particular attention to school 
textbooks and provides its mem- 
bers with long lists of "approved" 
reading. 

In addition, a small flood of 
print, in the form of Welch's 
magazine, "American Opinion", 
and the Society's periodically is- 
sued bulletin, comes from his 
offices on Concrod street, Bel- 
mont. All of it is highly charged 
material concerning- the alleged 
infiltration of Beds in U. S. gov 
ernment; the June bulletin, for 
example, says the V-Z plane was 
flown over Russia "deliberate- 
ly. , , as a part of the act." 



This is mild for Welch* who In 
the past has branded a large num- 
ber of U.S. officials as agents of 
the Kremlin, but who says the 
jociety should not be identified 
lin any way with these utterances, 
many of them made before the 
group was organized in 1958. 

Candy Expert 

To understand the Society's 
viewpoint it is necessary to know 
Welch's own position, for he is 
the fountainhead and Ufeblood of 
the organization, 

He was born t>0 years ago on 
la North Carolina farm, educated 
I at the University of North Caro- 
lina, U.S. Naval Academy and 
■Harvard Law School. He came to 

■ Boston .' i 1919 and has spent most 
| of the time here since then. 

He was noted for years as one 
I of the most successful sales and 
(advertising executives in the candy 
1 business, serving as vice-president 

■ of the James 0. Welch Company 
Iheaded by~T5ii"TSfiWlwr\ He now 
I gives full time to his Society. 

Dynamic, capable of making 
j the most extreme proposition 

sound highly plausible, he has 
1 traveled well over a million 
I miles fa his lifelong search for 

knowledge about what he be* 



lieved to be the steady march 
of socialism. 

Welch was vice-chairman of the 
Massachusetts GOF finance com- 
mittee in 1948, worked for Eisen- 
hower's election in 1952, and ran 
for the Republican nomination for 
lieutenant-governor in 1950, finish- 
ing second in a large filed. He 
now says he is "all through" with 
Massachusetts politics as such. 

In 1954 he served as New Eng- 
land vice-president of the Nation- 

" Assocation of Manufacturers 
and as chairman of one of its 
major committees on education. 

In 1956, he advocated the form- 
ation of a third party and today 
clearly would be happy to throw 
what may be his considerable 
support behind such a party. He 
is, however, realistic enough not 
to expect it to happen at this 
time. 

What he is doing now with the 
organization over which he holds 
iron-fisted authority is to "harass 
the edges of the enemy while we 
grow", The "enemy", of course, 
is first and foremost any acknowl- 
edged Communist, Secondly, and 
this embraces a great deal of ter- 
ritory, and advocates o£ any- 
thing beyond minimal government. 
Many in the latter category find 
themselves tarred with the pink 
paintbrush. 



organization, he wanted a sharp 
eye kept on the pulpit, too. 
"Some (Prntestant) preachers," 
he wrote, "actually use their 
pulpits to nreacli outright Com- 
munism." 

"We're cling a lot of work in 
school texts" he told The Her- 
ald. "Most of them are loaded 
and there aren't any decent sub* 
stitutes. V> need anti-Commu- 
nist tests.' '■ 

Indignation Rises 

Welch slewed righteous indig- 
nation as he warmed to his 
topic. "The text - writers," he 
said* "c? it take elementary 
arithmetic and, by making the 
problems deal with money that 
medicine costs poor Father, 
glorify sorialized medicine and 
the welfaVn state. 

"In many cases we check with 
local schoo. committees, We're 
getting oow people elected to 
school committees. We're pointing 

out bad books and getting the 
worst of tbcm thrown out. We're 
getting good elementary texts writ- 
ten and keeping them objective, 
We're not trying to do an anti- 
Communist job in this field, ex- 
cept in his? ory. History should be 
American, patriotic history." 

Welch, wic understands sharply 
;,'orks constantly to educate not 
only school committees but hha 
own members. "We send Red liter- 
ature to members so they can see 
the other side," he said. "Our 
blue stickers say a book is ap- 
proved by hV ie John Birch Society; 
it means* v.-e think it was written 
from an Americanist viewpoint. 



Among Welch's aims are the 
establishment of reading rooms, 
now operating in Florida and Cal- 
ifornia; promotion o£ the Welch 
publications (he has given his 
stock in the monthly publication 
"American Opinion" to the So- 
ciety); support of radio shows of 
such commentators as Hubert 
Kreg&JoJxin Springfield, an asToci- 
"aTeeditor of "American Opinion," 
and former Notre Dame Law 
School Dean Clarence Manion, a 
member of the STcWs Council, 
and frequent letter-writing cam- 
paigns. 

'Fronts' Favored 

' Welch also advocates the use 1 
of "fronts," a technique widely | 
used by his enemy. Among | 
those he has suggested, for ex- 
ample, were A Petition to Im- 
peach Earl Warren, a Commit- 
tee to Investigate Communist I 
Influence at Vassar, Women | 
Against Labor Union Hoodlum- 
ism, and a Petition to the Air I 
Line Pilots Association (surely I 
as capitalistic a group as ever | 
lived) to Grow Up. 

At the time ot the Society's I 



Our Red label means a book 
is the property of but has not yet 
been approved by the John Birch 
Society Yo can really make some- 
thing of t-at if you want to, 1 
suppose," :,e added. 

(Tomorrov . Is the John Birch 
Society a "hate" organisation?) 
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Anti-Red Group Weakest in N.E. \ 



By STANLEY EAMES 

(Third of three stories) 

Is the John Birch Society a "hate" organization? 

Ro bert H. W. ffielcLk . of Belmont, its 60-year- 
old ffiuncter and boss, wto once termed President Eis- 
enhower a Communist agent subject to the orders of 
his brother (and alleged superior in the Party), Mil- 
ton, denies it forcefully, 

• * * 

"ff« haven't got a 'hater* anywhrre in our membership. And 
our membership, reaches into about 20 states, with about 25 chap- 
ters in Greater Boston alone," he says, 

• * * 

Welch insists the organization is no more nor less than a 
society dedicated to the eradication of Communism and the sub- 
gtitutioi of less, and better, government for big, bad government,., 



Although he says time and 
again the group is not a secret 
society, Welch is vague about its 
size and the degree of its in- 
fluenced national affairs* 



Organized by Welch in 1958 be- 
fore what he terms a meeting 
of top U. S, industrialist, it has 
mushroomed into ail parts of the 
nation, He says it is strongest in 
Tennessee, Texas and Southern 
California— strongholds respective* 
ly of arch-conservatism and vari- 
ous kinds of fanaticism. 

Hboferf Area 

'We're not too strong in New; 
Ei gland," he admitted. "This is : 
thl hardest part of the.gmjitsy in 
which to wake up JEopleagainst 
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4i ^ommun ists, His periodically' 
ista bulletin lists one to 20 
chapters of 10 to 20 persons each 
in Maine, New Hampshire, Mas- 
sachusetts, Connecticut, New 
York, Virginia, South Carolina, 
Georgia, Florida, Louisiana, Tex- 
as, Michigan, Illinois, Wisconsin, 
Iowa, California, Oregon and 
Washington. This would imply a 
membership somewhere in the 
thousands, possibly in the low 
hundreds of thousands, 

"We went out for a million 
members, but that may have : 
4)een the result of talking be- 1 
fore experience," he said, "We 
find that getting the solid, ded* 
icated members that we want 
-not just anti-Communists- is a 
slower process than we ex- 
pected. We have also found out," 
he said," that what we can ao 
eomplish through small chap- 
ters is immensely greater than 
we thought." 

Named for a l T , S. missionary- 
chaplain murdered by Chinese 
Communists, the Society now has 
17 home-office and 35 field erfr 



have toJjke the u _ 
sponsibiM' he told The HeraE 
On occa^ he will admit in .his 
bulletin that members have crit- 
icised slogans (to Ike, on the sum- 
mit conference: "If you go, don't 
come back!") as being in bad 
taste. On those occasions, he re- 
minds members that nobody is 
forcing them to stay, 

"Democracy," he told this re- 
porter, "is desirable in small or- 
ganizations. In larger ones you 
need a republic, the best of all 
possible forms of government/' 
Some members have muttered 
that Welch is running a dictator- 
ship, 



( Welch works through an organ- 
ization of "coordinators", who 
organize chapters with the help 
of movies of Welch delivering 
speeches, one of which lasts six 
hours with a coffee-break. 

McCarthy Admirers 

Ninety-five per cent of the So- 
ciety's membership, he says, are 
admirers of the late Sen. Joseph 
McCarthy, with whom Welch once 
shared a platform here. But mem- 
bers "are ail kinds of people," 
he said, "ranging in age from 
16 to 90. 

"In one large Texas city we 
have two or three chapters. One 
is made up of top financial' 
people, another of carpenters 
who worked for our coordinator, 
another of Negroes, mostly $erv« 
ants," The Society is bitterly 
against "forced integration" as 
a violation of state's rights. 
Some college chapters are be* 
tog launched, but with "adult , 
leaders," Welch revealed, 

The Society levies dues of $24 
annually for men and $12 for 
women; a life membership costs 
)0, It has been in the black 
; at all times "because we don't 
*!grow until we can afford it," he 
; | said .Although details of the So- 
briety's finances are secret, he 
•jonce launched a drive "to raise 
an additional $1,000,000 a year," 
Coordinators are paid, chapter 
leaders— and the top leader, Welch 
-are not. 

Every member signs a pledge 
to agree that he or she can be 
fired from the Society .without 
reason at any time, but Welch 
says it has not been used, 

JWfca^on my Council kit I 



Mot Bound 

Welch periodically issues "as 
signmenls" to members, although' 
they are not bouund to carry j 
them out, A recent list included 
Mating to discourage Rep, Walter 
from leaving the House un-Amer- 
ican Activities subcommittee; and 
starting a drive to abolish foreign 
aid, Another such list urged the 
support of an anti * Communist 
school in Illinois; read a book 
on Welch's "proved" list; send 
anti-Castro postcards to Secretary 
of State Herter (who somehow 
has miraculously escaped Welch's 
charge of Communism); fight the 
import of foreign nails; heckle 
speakers at United World Federal- 
ists' meetings; don't believe - 
and do promptly report-rumors 
about Welch, 

The founder's philosophy of 
government is simpel: the less 
the better. 

"fi we can stimulate enough 
against the Communists," he 
said, "we will become as strong 
force of individuals working very 
hard to bring about an era of 
less government and more in. 
dividual responsibility." 

What, he was asked, would -be 
done about the sick and the p or 
under the kind of government le 
envisions? ■ I 



Peopl^under^^ 

"if^Biould keep Social Se-. 
curity^lf business." Welch re-' 1 
piled, "with the charitableness off 
the Ame Tan heart, you would see 
the best pension plans the world' 
has ever known! You've got a dem- 1 
agogic ..k^fcrship -WU|. the 
American '#k they want this 
and that. The people are sounder 
than their government Bellboys 
and cab drivers are more alert 
to the Communist menace than 
banker.,,'' The burden of his phil- 
osophy appeared to be that people 
will take care of their own better 
than Kivemment-if government 
doesn't dc the job for them. 

What will be the future -of his 

Society? 

"That depends on how fast 
the Ommunists win," Welch 
said. "They're taking the world 
pretty km fast* Just look at the 
scores ', We are in danger. 11 

In "T^ life of John Birch." 
one of *everal books by Welch, 
the Belmont crusader uses the 
story o ; a Georgia farm boy- 
tumed-russionary to point up 
what to considers "the ordeal of 
this age." 

MISSIONARY WORK 

Bird, a descendant of John 
Aldcn, volunteered for mission- 
ary wr4 in China; what he did 
was ii'ielligence work, for the 
most p^tt, and according to the 
late (>'». Claire Chennault he 
was pvt*emely good at it. Be- 
comity: an Army captain, he 
saved many downed fliers, set 
up ra-'ho networks, penetrated 
enemy lines, supervised the 
buikln: of airfields, and 
through it ail found the time 
and j H to preach the Gospel. 

He v 15 a missionary-spy with 
couragi dash and humor, and 
sufficiently dedicated to break 
off an engagement to a Red Cross 

girl wifn it seemed his life 
would ■' too rough for a woman 
to sha * 

At t ■ war's end Birch was 
singled (tut from a party of Chi- 
nese nd Americans, and was 
shot ? id bayoneted by Chinese 
Comm rsist-s— -a fact, according 
to Wc < !i, that the War Depart- 
ment ■ >pt buried as long and as 
deep }■■- it could, 



In Etch's death, Welch ms 
the v hole capitalist-communist 
issue vmbolized and dramatized, 
His book, after dealing with 
Birch* life and death, goes on to 
allege 'hat the U.S. government 
is Cot rnunist-nddled, and says 
his pi pose is to make sure that 
"John Birch did not die in vain." 

It if climaxed by Welch's bald 

statement that Christianity orf 
Communism "must be completely! 
destroyed " i 

The John Birch Society, with 

its in:?mperate viewpoint and its 

founder's shotgun-accusations, is 

' ^uittkle for fighting his own 

* private war against Compnisr 
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